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This British Standard is published by BSI Standards Limited, under licence 
from The British Standards Institution.

The British Standard has been prepared by Subcommittee B/542/11. 
BS 6915:2001+A1:2014 supersedes BS 6915:2001, which is withdrawn. This 
standard gives recommendations for the design and construction of lead sheet 
roof and wall coverings as applied to external roof and wall surfaces and fixed in 
accordance with conventional practice and traditional methods.

Text introduced or altered by Amendment(s) No. 1 (and No 2, respectively) is 
indicated in the text by tags  (and ). Minor editorial changes are 
not tagged.

Sand cast lead sheet, manufactured by established and reputable manufactures, 
is produced in thicknesses and weights similar to codes 6, 7, 8 and 9 of 
BS EN 12588:2006 and is used mainly for replacement work on old and 
historic buildings and for ornamental leadwork. It has a relatively smooth 
surface one side and a sand faced texture the other. The sand face is often used 
in the manufacture of rainwater goods where a textured finish is required. For 
all practical purposes where the composition of the metal is similar, there is no 
significant difference in the working or fixing recommendations of sand cast lead 
sheet and rolled lead sheet. Where the composition of the metal is different, the 
manufacturer should be consulted.

A draft application for sand cast lead has been submitted for consideration by 
Technical Committee B/542/11, Lead sheet roof and wall coverings.

Additional information concerning specific detailing of lead sheet roof and wall 
coverings is given in the Lead Sheet Association publication Rolled Lead 
Sheet, The Complete Manual [2].
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Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to iv, 
pages 1 to 42, and inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations.

Attention is drawn to the following statutory regulations: 
SI 2002/2676, The Control of Lead at Work Regulations 2002 [3].
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BS EN 12588:2006, Lead and lead alloys — Rolled lead sheet for building purposes.
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gutter, with parallel sides, not less than 225 mm wide and 100 mm deep [see Figure 3a) and 
Figure 3b)]
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a) Simple, visible fixing

b) Lead capped dot 1)

c) Lead button or dome

d) Solder dot

e) Secret lead tack

Round-headed brass
screw and washer.
May be coated
with high lead-content
solder

Round-headed screw
and washer 

Lead cap leadwelded
to cladding

Die-cast lead dome

Brass cup washer

Stainless steel screw

Recessed head brass
screw and washer

Wiped, soldered or
leadwelded dot finished
flush

75 to 100

75 to 100

Thickness
of backing
plus 50 min.

Back slotted
to take tack

Round-headed
brass screws
and washers Face of substrate recessed

to take extra thickness of
leadwelded tack

Tack leadwelded
to back of sheet
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

Dimensions in millimetres

Roll end
well forward

Torus roll Torus roll

Lap length to suit
roof pitch taken
from the bottom
row of fixings

Clip
Clip fixed to
top of wide batten

Wide batten

150 max.

a) Junction of lead mansard roof with lead flat roof b) Junction of slated or tiled mansard roof with lead flat roof

Figure 2 — Torus rolls


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

Dimensions in millimetres

Lead wedges

Fixing at head
of bay only

Upstands
100 min.

Upstand
100 - 200

Width
225 min.

Underlap at drip dressed
into rebate and nailed

Lead wedged
flashing

Cover flashing

75 min.

a) Head of box gutter to lead covered roof

b) Drip in box gutter to lead covered roof

Figure 3 — Box gutters


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Nails should be of copper or stainless steel and should be large headed annular ring nails conforming 
to BS 1202-1 and -2. The shanks should be annular ring, helical ring or serrated.
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The timber substrate for lead coverings fixed in situ should be softwood boarding or plywood of external 
quality in accordance with BS EN 636-3 and of minimum thickness 18 mm. Where lead is laid on a 
hardwood substructure, precautions should be taken to avoid contact between the hardwood and the lead 
and the penetration of the acid vapours from the timber to the underside of the lead.
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