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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Agricultural Machinery and Implements Standards
Policy Committee. It has been drawn up in response to
requests from consumer interests, the Department of Trade
and Industry and the Health and Safety Executive, because
of the concern at the level of chain saw accidents and
increasing wide use and availability of such tools.

The standard covers chain saws that could be used by both
professional and occasional operatives. It is intended for
use by chain saw specifiers, designers, manufacturers,
importers, suppliers, hirers, users, training personnel and
will be of interest to operatives. It is assumed in the draft-
ing of this standard, that the execution of its provisions

is entrusted to appropriately qualified and experienced
people, for whose guicance it has been prepared. Attention
is drawn, particuiarly for first-time operatives, to the
importance of obtaining practical instruction and reading
the manual thoroughiy before using a chain saw and to

the use of protective clothing and equipment.

This standard does not cover eiectric-motor driven chain
saws which are covered by BS 2769 : Section 2.12*.

Other Parts of BS 6916 are as follows:

Part 1. Glossary of terms
Part 2 Method for specifying requirements
Part 3 Specification for dimensions of front hand
guards
Part 4 Specification for strength of front hand guards
Part 5 Methods of evaluating chain brake performance
Part 6 Method of measurement of airborne noise at
the operator’s position
Part 7 Method of evaluating engine performance
including fuel consumption
Part 8 Method of measurement of hand-transmitted
vibration
Part 9 Specification for strength of handles
Part 10 Specification for longitudinal balance
The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) commend the use
of this British Standard to those who have duties under the
Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974, The standard was
drawn up with the participation of HSE representatives
and will be included in the list of ‘Standards significant
to the Health and Safety at Work' availabie from the HSE.
It is also referred to in HSE guidance publications.
Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations. In particular,
attention is drawn to the Health and Safety at Work etc.
Act 1974 and the Agriculture (Field Machinery)
Regulations 1962, Si 1962 No 1472.
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