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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Iron and Steel 
and the Non-ferrous Metals Standards Policy Committees and is identical with 
the English text of ISO 8044:1989 “Corrosion of metals and alloys — Vocabulary”, 
published by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO). It 
supersedes BS 6918:1987 which is withdrawn.
The International Standard contains an introduction which is as follows.
“The definitions in this International Standard have been drawn up with the 
objective of achieving a proper balance between precision and simplicity. The 
main objective of this International Standard is to provide definitions that can be 
understood to have the same meaning by all concerned. Some corrosion terms in 
present use have developed through common usage and are not always logical. It 
has not, therefore, been possible to define certain terms in the form they are used 
in some countries. Because of the occaional conflicts between tradition and logic 
some definitions inevitably represent a compromise.
An example of this kind of conflict is the term “corrosion”. This has been used to 
mean the process, results of the process and damage caused by the process. In this 
International Standard corrosion is understood to mean the process. Any 
detectable result of corrosion in any part of a corrosion system is termed 
“corrosion effect”. The term “corrosion damage” covers any impairment of the 
function of the technical system of which the metal and the environment form a 
part. Consequently the term “corrosion protection” implies that the important 
thing is to avoid corrosion damage rather than to prevent corrosion, which in 
many cases is impossible and sometimes not necessary.
This International Standard contains, in Annex A, a list of definitions of 
electro-chemical terms”.
Cross-references
The Technical Committee has reviewed the provisions of ISO 2080:1981, to which 
reference is made in the text, and has decided that they are acceptable for use in 
conjunction with this standard. There is no corresponding British Standard for 
this International Standard, but as the reference is included purely for 
information, this does not adversely affect the validity of the standard.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 16, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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