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BS 6920 Part 1 : 1990

Foreword

This Part of BS 6920 has been prepared under the direction
of the Environment and Pollution Standards Policy
Committee. This Part of BS 6920 supersedes BS 6920 :
Part 1 : 1988 which is withdrawn.

This edition of BS 6920 : Part 1 is issued at the same time
as the publication of the additional Subsections 2.2.2 and
2.2.3 and Part 3 of BS 63920. The alterations to existing
text and the additional clauses thus ensure that this Part
of BS 6920 is consistent with all the other Parts of

BS 6920.

During the latter stages of the development of BS 6920 :
Parts 1 and 2 : 1988, it was realized that further standards
would be required for non-metallic products that would
come into contact with hot water, and for hoses that
would come into contact with hot or cold water.
Consequently work commenced on these additional Parts
once BS 6920 : Parts 1 and 2 : 1988 had been completed.
Part 3 and Subsections 2.2.2 and 2.2.3 are the result of
this work. The changes in this edition are changes
consequential upon the new standards being prepared.

This edition introduces technical changes but it does not
reflect a full review or revision of the standard, which will
be undertaken in due course.

This edition differs from the previous edition in that the
method is now applicable whether potable water is, or

is not, heated before consumption. In addition extra
clauses have now been included for high temperature tests
and the testing of hoses intended for food and drink
application; minor changes have also been made to clauses
1,4,5and 7.

The previous edition of this Part of BS 6920 superseded
clauses 0 to 5 of DD 82; the Sections of BS 6920 :

Part 2 superseded appendices A to E of DD 82, but there
was no replacement for clause 6 or appendices F and G of
DD 82. Use of appendix G ‘Extraction of toxic metals from
metal pipes and fittings’ showed that the test given was

inappropriate for the testing of every size of metal fitting
and the committee responsible decided that appendices
F and G and clause 6 of DD 82 should not be superseded
but withdrawn. Further work is continuing on this topic.
The entire DD 82 was withdrawn.

BS 6920 is published in several Parts, namely Part 1
‘Specification’, Part 2 ‘Methods of test’ and Part 3 ‘High
temperature tests’.

Part 2 is further subdivided into a number of Sections
and Subsections as follows.

Section 2.1 Samples for testing
Section 2.2 Taste of water
Subsection 2.2.1 General method of test
Subsection 2.2.2 Method of testing tastes imparted
to water by hoses
Subsection 2.2.3 Method of testing tastes imparted
to water by hoses for conveying
water for food and drink
preparation
Appearance of water
Growth of aquatic microorganisms
The extraction of substances that may be
of concern to public health
The extraction of metals

Section 2.3
Section 2.4
Section 2.5

Section 2.6

The requirements given in this Part of BS 6920 are the
result of experience gained from using DD 82 and
associated research work. Clause 6 gives limits for the
growth of aquatic organisms; further research is being
carried out on this subject and the requirements (and
the associated test methods given in Section 2.4) may
be revised in the future.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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