BS 6939 :
Part 4 : 1994

Recommendations for

Intermediate Bulk
Containers (IBCs) for
dangerous goods

Part 4. Specific requirements for rigid
plastics IBCs

UDC [621.869.88 + 656.073.235.436]-36.5

L Uoclimant Sharing Bl
NO COPYING WITHOUT BSI PERMISSION EXCEPT AS PERMITTED BY COPYRIGHT LAW et
E———————— BitiSh Standards

Full document details: BS 6939-4:1994


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6939-4-1994
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6939-4-1994

BS 6939 : Part 4 : 1994
X ——

Committees responsible for this
British Standard

The preparation of this British Standard was entrusted by the Packaging and
Freight Containers Standards Policy Committee (PKM/-) to Technical
Committee PKM/17, upon which the following bodies were represented:

British Fibreboard Packaging Association
British Industrial Truck Association
British Narrow Fabrics Association
British Plastics Federation

British Polyolefin Textiles Association
British Textile Confederation

Chemical Industries Association
Department of Trade and Industry (National Engineering Laboratory)
Department of Transport

Flexible IBC Association

Health and Safety Executive

Lifting Equipment Engineers’ Association
Pira International

This British Standard, having
been prepared under the
direction of the Packaging and
Freight Containers Standards
Policy Committee, was
published under the authority
of the Standards Board and
comes into effect on
15 March 1994
Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date Text affected

© BSI 1994

First published December 1987
Second edition March 1994

The following BSI references
relate to the work on this
standard:

Committee reference PKM/17
Draft for comment 93/308437 DC

ISBN 0 580 22932 7 _ Documents

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: BS 6939-4:1994


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6939-4-1994
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6939-4-1994

BS 6939 : Part 4 : 1994

Contents
Page
Committees responsible Inside front cover
Foreword 2
Recommendations
1 Scope 3
2 Definitions 3
3 Construction 3
4 Testing, certification and inspection 3
5 Design type tests 3
6 Initial and periodic testing of individual IBCs 4
7 Inspection 4
8 Preparation of IBCs for testing 4
9 Test specifications 4
10 Additional marking 6
11 Operation 6
Annex
A (informative) Department of Transport guidance on the factors to be
considered in undertaking periodic inspections of intermediate bulk
containers 7
List of references Inside back cover

___Documents

Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: BS 6939-4:1994


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6939-4-1994
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-6939-4-1994

BS 6939 : Part 4 : 1994
—

Foreword

This Part of BS 6939 has been prepared under the direction of the Packaging and
Freight Containers Standards Policy Committee, at the request of the
Department of Transport with the support of the Health and Safety Executive
and the Chemical Industries Association Ltd. It is intended to assist the
implementation in the UK of the international agreement which has been
reached within the United Nations (UN) Organization, on Recommendations on
Intermediate Bulk Containers (IBCs) intended to contain goods which are
classified as dangerous for transport.

It supersedes BS 6939 : Part 4 : 1987 which is withdrawn and the provisions of
this Part of BS 6939 are identical with section 16.4 of chapter 16 of the UN
Recommendations as amended in December 1992 by the UN Committee of
Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods [1] 1), These requirements relate
specifically to rigid plastics IBCs but should be read in conjunction with the
general provisions applicable to all types of IBC which are set out in BS 6939 :
Part 1: 1994.

The UN Recommendations provide, inter alia, a uniform system of classifying
goods by type of risk involved; criteria for nine hazard classes, with subdivisions
where appropriate; and the grouping for packaging purposes of products by the
degree of danger they present. Thus Packing Group I denotes ‘great danger’,
Packing Group II denotes ‘medium danger’ and Packing Group III ‘minor
danger’.

In the United Kingdom the functions of the ‘competent authority’ for the
purposes of international legislation concerning the transport of dangerous
goods, are undertaken by the Department of Transport. The Department of
Transport is responsible for coordinating UK input into the international
discussion on the further development of the UN Recommendations underlying
this Part of BS 6939.

Testing leading to UN certification of IBCs is only undertaken in the UK in
accordance with formal ‘Arrangements’ issued by the Department of Transport.
Rigid plastics IBCs are subject to periodic inspection and, for information,
annex A reproduces the Department of Transport guidance on the factors to be
considered in undertaking periodic inspections.

Guidance on the safety precautions to be taken when performing leakproofness
and hydraulic pressure tests (see 9.4 and 9.5) is given in Health and Safety
Executive Guidance Note, General series 4, Safety in pressure testing [2]2).

The provisions of this Part of BS 6939 are not applicable to composite IBCs with
plastics inner receptacles, the requirements for which are set out in
BS 6939 : Part 5 : 1994.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from
legal obligations.

D Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods, ST/SG/AC.10/1 Rev. 8, published by the
UN, Geneva, and obtainable through HMSO.

2) Obtainable through HMSO.
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