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Foreword ¢

of the Packaging and Freight Containers Standards Policy
Committee, at the request of the Department of Transport
with the support of the Health and Safety Executive and
the Chemical Industries Association Ltd. it is intended to
assist the implementation in the UK of the international
agreement which has been reached within the United
Nations (UN)} Organization, on Recommendations on
intermediate Bulk Containers (1BGs) intended to contain
goods which are classified as dangerous for transport.

The provisions of this Part of BS 6939 are identical with

section 16.7 of chapter 16 of the UN Recommendations as

adopted in December 7990 by the UN Committee of A
Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods*. These

requirements relate specifically to wooden IBCs but should
be read in conjunction with the general provisions applicable .

This Part of BS 6939 has been prepared under the direction ,

to all types of 1BC which are set out in BS 6939 : Part 1.

The UN Recommendations provide, inter alia, a uniform
system of classifying goods by type of risk involved;
criteria for nine hazard classes, with subdivisions where
appropriate; and the grouping for packaging purposes of
products by the degree of danger they present,

Thus Packing Group 11 denotes ‘medium danger’ and
Packing Group 1} 'minor danger’,

In the UK the functions of the ‘competent authority’, for
the purposes of international legistation concerning the
transport of dangerous goods, are undertaken by the
Department of Transport. The Department of Transport is
responsible for coordinating UK input into the
international discussions on the further development of the
UN Recommendations underlying this Part of BS 6939,

Testing and UN certification of IBCs in the UK will be
undertaken in accordance with formal ‘Arrangements’
issued by the Department of Transport.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself .
confer immunity from legal obligations. '

!2! f‘] 5 «Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods,ST/SG/AC.10/1 Rev, 7 Published by the UN Geneva and obtainable through HMSO
by the 'UN, Geneva, and obtainable through HMSO. : R
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