BS 7087 :Part 1:1989

UDC 613.291 : 633.841 : 001.4 : 006.3/.8

British Standard

Herbs and spices ready for food use

Part 1. Specification for black and white pepper
(whole and ground)

Herbes et épices préts a consommer
Partie 1. Poivre blanc et poivre noir (entier et en poudre) — Spécifications

Krauter und Gewiirze zur Verwendung in Lebensmitteln
Teil 1. Schwarzer und weiRer Pfeffer (ganz und gemahlen)
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BS 7087 : Part 1 : 1989

Foreword

This Part of BS 7087 has been prepared under the direction
of the Food and Agriculture Standards Policy Committee
and is a Part of a series on herbs and spices prepared for
food use within the UK.

For some years BSI has published British Standards for
herbs and spices in a variety of commercial forms. These
British Standards were either identical to, or substantially
related to, the corresponding International Standards
published by the International Organization for
Standardization (1SO). However, the Technical
Committee decided that the requirements in the
international standards did not correspond to the quality
required by UK trade. The British Standards implementing
those international standards are therefore being
progressively withdrawn and replaced by Parts of BS 7087
for herbs and spices ready for food use. A related
international standard, 1ISO/R 959, has been taken into
account in the preparation of this Part of BS 7087.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations. In particular
attention is drawn to the requirements of food legislation
in the UK for the microbiological quality of black or white
pepper, with particular reference to contamination by
pathogenic organisms of importance to human health.

It should also be noted that the trading of herbs and spices
in the UK is controlled by regulations under the Food

Act 1984,
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[] [ AMD 6237

Amendment No. 1
D ﬂ published and effective from 31 October 1990
[ to BS 7087 : Part 1: 1989

Herbs and spices ready for food use
Part 1. Specification for black and white pepper
(whole and ground)

Revised text

AMD 6237 Contents
October 1990 Delete the title for table 3 and substitute ‘Levels for trace metals in pepper’.

AMD 6237 Clause D.5 Trace metals

October 1990 Delete the entire clause and substitute the following.

‘D.5 Trace metals

Levels of lead and arsenic in herbs and spices are currently
controlled by the Lead in Food Regulations 1979

(S 1979 No. 1254) and the Arsenic in Food Regulations

1959 (SI 1959 No. 831) respectively. Copper and zinc are
covered by Food Standards Committee recommendations
(1951). The levels are given in table 3.’

AMD 6237 Table 3. Maximum levels for trace metals in pepper

October 1990 Delete table 3 and substitute the following.

Table 3. Levels for trace metals in pepper

Trace metal Maximum level
mg/kg

Arsenic 5

Lead 10

Copper 20

Zinc 50

NOTE. Statutory Instruments are subject to amendment and
reference should be made to those currently in force.
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