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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Health Care 
Standards Policy Committee at the request of the Scottish Health Service. It is 
intended to encourage the manufacture of safer tourniquet equipment.
The main use of pneumatic tourniquet equipment is to maintain a blood-free field 
during limb surgery. It is also, however, used extensively as part of the Biers 
Block technique for intravenous analgesia of the limbs where the function of the 
tourniquet is to isolate the analgesic from the main circulation.
Cuffs currently available have been shown to produce areas of low pressure 
which, if sited over a vein, facilitate the escape of anaesthetic into the blood 
circulation despite arterial occlusion. Attention is drawn to Appendix A of this 
British Standard, which recommends that manufacturers perform a test to 
determine the uniformity of pressure distribution on a dummy limb.
The technical committee responsible for this British Standard was unable to 
include this test as a requirement because of lack of test data and lack of 
agreement on suitable transducers. The technical committee intends, however, to 
carry out further studies and to convert the recommendations given in 
Appendix A into requirements, perhaps with modifications.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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