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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Information Systems Technology Standards Policy
Committee (IST/-). It is the UK implementation of, and is identical to, 1SO 9019 : 1987 ‘Securities — Numbering of
certificates’, published by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), except that the title of the British
Standard differs in order to more accurately reflect the actual contents of the text.

This standard implements the international text without change for the reasons given below (see ‘Reasons for
implementation’).

The UK actively participated in the development of the international standard through BSI Technical Committee IST/12
and fully approved publication of the international standard.

The information provided in this standard is considered sufficient to act in the UK as a basis for numbering security
certificates.

There are no plans at present to supplement this British Standard with any additional guidance, and any comments or
enquiries on the international standard or its application should be addressed to the Secretary to 1IST/12 at the BSI
headquarters address.

Reasons for implementation. This British Standard implements the international standard for the following reasons.

(a) Because information technology equipment, services and systems tend to be, and generally need to be, designed,
purchased and used in a world-wide context IST/- policy is to agree, wherever possible, standards at international level
and not to prepare unique national standards. At the time of its approval, the text of the international standard was
considered to be the best that could be achieved, taking into account both the needs of the ‘market place’ and the
‘state of the art’ in this subject area, and the international standardization process.

(b) Further development of the international text at international level has been accorded relatively low priority in
relation to other projects in the same international committee. However, the outcome of any future work on optical
character recognition (see note to 3.7) could necessitate review or revision of this standard.

(c) Publication of British Standards corresponding to the international standards in which IST/- resources were invested
will ensure that the BS| Catalogue becomes, and then remains, a comprehensive first source of information for UK
users of 1T equipment and services about the availability of international standards on IT subjects. In turn, this will
facilitate UK use of, and access to, those standards.

Information on the availability of interim ISO documents, as well as up-to-date information on existing and projected
British Standards publications in the general area of Information Technology, is included in the ‘BASIC LIST' and regular
Newsletter published as part of the BS| Information Technology Services (BITS) initiative.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD

1SO 9019 : 1987 (E)

Securities — Numbering of certificates

0 Introduction

The securities industry’s need to systematize the handling and
processing of securities worldwide, has led to the development
of a standardized method for the numbering of securities cer-
tificates to be issued in the future. Such a method is provided
by this International Standard.

1 Scope and field of application

This International Standard gives rules for the numbering of
security certificates. It also addresses the application of the
series designation, where applicable.

This International Standard applies to all types of securities in
bearer or registered form, regardless of issuer and country of
issuance.

2 Definitions

2.1 certificate number : A number that identifies one
specific document of any security issue.

NOTE — This definition includes transferable or negotiable receipts
representing underlying securities.

2.2 series designation : A designation that differentiates
portions of the same issue (for example for redemptional draw-
ing purposes).

3 General rules for the numbering of
certificates

3.1 Each certificate shall be identified by one unique cer-
tificate number.

3.2 The certificate number shall ke clearly identifiable.

3.3 The Arabic digits 0 to 9 and/or the capital letters A to Z
shall be considered acceptable in structuring the certificate
number. Where letters are used, it is recommended to avoid |,
O and Q.

3.4 Certificate numbers shall not contain blank characters or
any other separators (for exception to this rule see 3.7).

3.5 For certificates of bearer securities, the number of
characters shall not exceed eight; for certificates of registered
securities, the number of characters shall not exceed twelve.
The limitation of eight characters for bearer securities does not
apply if and to the extent that the number of certificates of an
issue or of a series thereof in circulation exceeds or is really ex-
pected to exceed 90 million.

3.6 Certificate numbers shall not be repeated within the same
series of an issue or within an issue without series.

3.7 The series designation, if applicable (see 2.2), shall
preceed and be in close proximity to the certificate number. A
full stop "".” or one blank character shall separate the series
designation from the certificate number.

NOTE -- Future International Standards dealing with the optical
character recognition of securities in general or of certificate numbers
in particular, may specify separation of series designation and cer
tificate numbers differently.

3.8 The series designation shall not exceed four characters; it
is not included in the limitation of characters as mentioned in
3.5.

3.9 The series designation shall have the same characteristics
as defined in 3.2 and 3.3.
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