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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Information
Systems Technology Standards Policy Committee, (IST/-). It is the UK
implementation of, and is identical to ISO 9362 : 1987 ‘Banking - Banking
telecommunication messages - Bank identifier codes’, published by the
International Organization for Standardization (ISO), except that the title of the
British Standard differs in order to reflect more accurately the actual contents of
the text, taking into account the features identified in the paragraphs below
(headed ‘Special attention’).

The UK actively participated in the development of the international standard
through BSI Technical Committee IST/12 and fully approved publication of the
international standard.

This standard implements the international standard without change for the
reasons given below (see ‘Reasons for implementation’) even though particular
attention is drawn (see ‘Special attention’) to some features that may need
special consideration when this standard is being used.

The information provided in this British Standard is considered sufficient to act
in the UK as a basis for banks or other financial institutions to obtain or use Bank
Identifier Codes in automated processing of ielecommunication messages and
there are no plans at present to supplement ihis British Standard with any
additional guidance. Any comments or enguiries on the international standard or
its application should be addressed to the Secretary to IST/12 at the BSI
headquarters address. (See also item (a) in the paragraph below heac<< “Onecial
attention’.)

Reasons for implementation. This British Standard irpicinents the
international standard for the following reasons.

(a) Because information technology equipment, services and systems tend to
be, and generally need to be, designed, purchased and used in a world-wide
context, IST/- policy is to agree, wherever possible, standards at international
level and not to prepare unique national standards. The international standard
is applied at national level by banking and other financial institutions and
there is increasing demand for use of the international system.

(b) Further development of the international text at international level is
unlikely before 1993.

(c) Publication of British Standards corresponding to the international
standards in which IST/- resources were invested will ensure that the BSI
Catalogue becomes, and then remains, a comprehensive first source of
information for UK users of IT equipment and services about the availability of
international standards on IT subjects. In turn, this will facilitate UK use of,
and access to, those standards.

Special attention Special attention is drawn to the following features of the
international standard but it is emphasized that these features do not prevent use
of this standard as a set of basic guidelines and, with appropriate care, the use of
BICs can be effectively standardized.

(a) Although the annex does not form part of the international standard, it
describes fully the intention to implement on a world-wide basis the issue and
use of BICs. All banks and financial institutions that are believed to be active
in international banking or commerce will be invited to select one of three
BICs offered to them by the registration authority. If no choice is made, a BIC
will be allocated, unless the organization specifically requests not to be
allocated a BIC.

Similarly, head offices of organizations having branches that are active
internationally will be invited to list those branches so that appropriate codes
can also be issued.

All S.W.I.E.T. members will be contacted.
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