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BS 7132:1989

GLASS BULB DESIGNATION SYSTEM FOR LAMPS

1. Scope

This report describes a system of nomenclature that provides desig-
nations of the glass bulbs used as envelopes for electric lamps. The
application of such designations is directed towards the descriptions of
finished lamps.

2. Definitions
2.1 Bulb

The outer envelope of glass or other transparent or translucent
material enclosing the essential components of an electric lamp.

2.2 Approximate reference line

A construction line transverse to the axis through the neck of the
bulb. It defines the approximate position at which the rim of a cap,
such as an Edison screw cap, would meet the neck of a bulb. The sole
purpose of the approximate reference line is to aid the establishment of
technical definitions of bulb shapes. This line appears in Figures 1
and 2 as a C-D line. No such line exists for pressed glass bulbs.

3. Basic components of a designation

3.1 General

Glass bulbs should be described by a designation consisting of a
sequence of letter and number symbols without spaces, as follows:

1) a letter symbol consisting of up to three letters which describes
the bulb shape. The letter or letters of this symbol may in some
cases be a basic shape letter symbol only and in other cases it
may be a combination of a basic shape symbol and a modifier or
modifiers. Basic shapes, modifiers and special shapes are defined
in Clause 4;

2) a number symbol which states the major diameter (nominal) of the
bulb in millimetres.
Note.- In some countries bulb diameter has been stated in multi-

ples of 1/8 of an inch. This practice should be dis-
couraged and preference given to millimetre units.

Documents

1 Document Sharing Hub

Full document details: BS 7132:1989


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-7132-1989
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-7132-1989

BS 7132:1989

3.2 Rectangular bulbs

Rectangular PAR-type glass bulbs should be described by the letter
symbol REC followed by two sets of numbers. The first number should
designate the dimension of the shorter side; the second number should
designate the dimension of the longer side. These numbers should be
separated by the multiplication symbol (x). The dimensions should be
in millimetres.

4. Bulb shape classification

4.1 Basic shapes

.The basic shape symbols are listed below. The descriptive infor-
mation used in conjunction with the associated illustration in Figure 1
forms the definition of each shape.

Letter symbol Ceneral meaning Explanatory notes

A A bulb shape having a spherical
end section that is joined to the
neck by a radius that

1) has a centre outside the
bulb,

2) has a magnitude greater than
the radius of the spherical
section,

3) is tangent to both the neck
and the curve of the sphe-
rical end section.

Note.- These bulbs do not have
any significant straight
portion between the
spherical end and the
transitional radius into
the neck.

B Bulged A bulb in which the curve
making up the major portion of
the side of the bulb has a
radius greater than one-half the
bulb diameter and a centre in
the plane of the maximum
diameter.

This designation also applies
when two radii are used, one
for the lower part and a larger
one for the upper part (candle

type).
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