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Foreword O

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Furniture and Household Equipment Standards
Policy Committee. The requirements, which relate to
upholstered furniture used in different areas of risk, are
based on the methods of test given in BS 5852 : Parts 1
and 2. The Technical Committee responsible for the
publication of BS 5852 : Parts 1 and 2 has recommended
that ignitability performance requirements for defined
end-use environments be produced by the selection of
specific ignition sources related to the level of fire hazard
envisaged for that environment.

It is important to note that the test report in BS 5852 :

Parts 1 and 2 contains the statement that the test results

relate only to the ignitability of the combination of

materials under the particular conditions of test and are

not intended as a means of assessing the full potential fire '
hazard of the materials in use.

Restrictions on the fire behaviour of materials used in
domestic upholstered furniture ordinarity intended for
private use in a dwelling are imposed by the Furniture and
Furnishings (Fire) (Safety) Regulations 1988 S| No. 1324.
In particular, certain polyether and high resilience foams
are not permitted in manufacture from 1 November 1988
and in retail sale from 1 March 1989 from when
restriction on other fillings will also apply. Covers need to
be generally match resistant from 1 March 1990 and both
swing tag and permanent labels are prescribed.

Attention is also drawn to the labelling requirements of
clause 5.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself
confer immunity from legal obligations.
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