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Foreword

This Part of BS 7179 has been prepared under the direction of the Personal
Safety Equipment Standards Policy Committee,

The United Kingdom is contributing to the development by the International
Standards Organization (ISO) of international standards for the ergonomics
requirements of VDTs. In the preparation of this British Standard the work in ISO
has been taken into account and is being published in advance of the ISO
standard to meet a demand for advice in this field.

The ISO work is likely to be adopted also within the European Standards
Committee (CEN) where a technical committee on ergonomics now exists. Any
resultant European Standards will be published as British Standards and as such
are envisaged as being used as the first revision of this standard which would
then be withdrawn.

The purpose of this standard is to provide recommendations to promote the
health and safety of visual display terminal (VDT) users and to ensure that they
can operate VDT equipment efficiently and comfortably. In practice, this can only
be achieved by careful design of the VDT's themselves, the workstations and work
environments in which they are used and the way the VDT work is designed,
organized and managed. This standard is intended therefore for all those involved
in ensuring safe and effective VDT work.

This standard is concerned with the users operating the VDT rather than the
design of the VDT per se. The emphasis is therefore on identifying the factors
affecting the user performance rather than specifying the physical characteristics
of the equipment which might be assumed to give rise to the desired human
performance outcome. '

This standard deals with the design of the VDT itself and with the VDT
workstation, the VDT work environment and the organization and management
of VDT work. The information in this standard is intended for VDT users and for
those responsible for their supervision and management. It is provided to help
designers and manufacturers to develop ergonomically sound visual display
terminals. It is also relevant to purchasers who wish to specify VDTs for
applications or systems in their own organizations and to those who wish to
assess the suitability of existing or proposed equipment,

The assessment of user performance is dependent on appropriate test methods
and these also form an important component of the standard. Howevey, it is
recognized that not every user of the standard will have the resources necessary
to conduct user performance tests. Where appropriate, prescriptive guidance is
given, based on existing knowledge and current technology, which is known to
achieve the specified level of user performance. Some aspects of VDT use and
design are not amenable to such user performance specification, for example the
design of VDT tasks, and here the standard provides guidelines to assist
manufacturers, designers, users and managers.

This standard is in six Parts:
Part 1. Introduction
Part 2 Recommendations for the design of office VDT tasks
Part 3. Specification for visual displays
Part 4. Specification for keyboards
Part b. Specification for VDT workstations
Part 6, Code of practice for the design of VDT work environments
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These six Parts are similar in scope to draft international standards being
prepared within the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) by
Technical Committee ISO/TC 159 Ergonomics. It is intended to examine other ISO -
standards on this subject when they are available with a view to adding to the
number of Parts of this standard.

Details of further sources of information on working with VDTs are given in
appendix A.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from
legal obligations.
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