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National foreword

This Part of BS 7203 has been prepared under the direction of the 
Information Systems Technology Standards Policy Committee and is identical 
with ISO 8859-1 “Information Processing — 8-bit single-byte coded graphic 
character sets — Part 1: Latin alphabet No. 1”, published by the International 
Organization for Standardization (ISO).
The ISO standard ISO 8859 is currently issued as 9 parts. 

The Technical Committee has decided that Parts 1 and 2 of ISO 8859 should be 
implemented as identical (dual numbered) British Standards. No decision has yet 
been taken on the other parts.
This British Standard specifies 191 characters that form a subset of the 
repertoire of graphic characters of BS 6692-2.

ISO 8859-1 Latin alphabet No. 1 (Danish, Dutch, English, Faroese, Finnish, 
French, German, Icelandic, Irish, Italian, 
Norwegian, Portuguese, Spanish and 
Swedish)

ISO 8859-2 Latin alphabet No. 2 (Albanian, Czech, English, German, 
Hungarian, Polish, Rumanian, 
Serbocroatian, Slovak and Slovene)

ISO 8859-3 Latin alphabet No. 3 (Afrikaans, Catalan, Dutch, English, 
Esperanto, German, Italian, Maltese, 
Spanish and Turkish)

ISO 8859-4 Latin alphabet No. 4 (Danish, English, Estonian, Finnish, 
German, Greenlandic, Lappish, Latvian, 
Lithuanian, Swedish and Norwegian)

ISO 8859-5 Latin/Cyrillic alphabet
ISO 8859-6 Latin/Arabic alphabet
ISO 8859-7 Latin/Greek alphabet
ISO 8859-8 Latin/Hebrew alphabet
ISO 8859-9 Latin alphabet No. 5 (Danish, Dutch, English, Finnish, French, 

German, Irish, Italian, Norwegian, 
Portuguese, Spanish, Swedish and Turkish)

Cross-references

International Standard Corresponding British Standard

ISO 646:1983 BS 4730:1985 Specification for UK 7-bit coded character 
set
(Identical exercising national options)

ISO 2022:1986 BS 6856:1987 Specification for code extension techniques 
for United Kingdom 7-bit and 8-bit coded character sets
(Identical)

ISO 4873:1986 BS 6006:1987 Specification for structure and rules 
for implementation of United Kingdom 8-bit coded 
character set
(Identical)

ISO 6429:1988 BS 7204:1989 Specification for control functions for 
ISO 7-bit and 8-bit coded character sets
(Identical)

ISO 6937-2:1983 BS 6692 Coded character sets for text communication
Part 2:1986 Specification for Latin alphabetic and 
non-alphabetic graphic characters
(Identical)
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A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to iv, 
pages 1 to 8, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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