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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Information
Systems Technology Standards Policy Committee (IST/-). It is identical with

IS0 8884 ‘Information Processing - Text and Office Systems - Keyboards for
multiple Latin-alphabet languages - Layout and operation’ published by the
International Organization for Standardization (ISO).

This British Standard applies to keyboards that are used for the entry of text or
data into electronic information processing systems. The layout of the
alphanumeric characters on such keyboards is the subject of many different
national standards or conventions, dating from the 1970s or earlier. They are
usually based on generic ISO standards such as ISO 2126 : 1975 ‘Office
machines - Basic arrangement for the alphanumeric section of keyboards
operated with both hands’ or ISO 3243. Most of these layouts are optimized for
entry of information in a single language using a particular variant of the Latin
alphabet. A few layouts allow for a group of languages that are in use in the
same country. The size of character repertoire available ranges from 96 up to
about 120 characters, depending on the extent to which letters and associated
accents can be keyed separately from each other.

The ISO Standard and CCITT Recommendation for text communication (ISO 6937
and CCITT Rec.T.61 ‘Character repertoire and coded character sets for the
international teletex service’), which have been available since 1980, allow for a
much larger repertoire of Latin alphabet characters, thus permitting text
comprising any of about 40 European languages to be communicated. The
repertoire size specified is 333 characters. A keyboard that enables such text to
be entered has to be provided with at least four levels of shift, in contrast to the
two levels of shift envisaged in the layout standards and conventions mentioned
above.

This British Standard specifies the layout of a set of supplementary characters in
a group of additional levels of shift, while allowing the first group of shift levels
to conform to any of the existing national layout standards or conventions. Thus,
keyboards conforming to this British Standard should be acceptable to users who
are already accustomed to an existing layout. As far as possible the characters in
the additional group of shift levels have been assigned so as to have an obvious
visual relationship to the characters that will typically appear on the same keys
in the first group of shift levels. This is intended to help users to become familiar
with, and remember, the layout of the additional levels of shift.

International standards for keyboard layouts are at present in the process of
general revision, with the aim of achieving a single multi-part standard (ISO 9995)
intended to replace the various existing standards for keyboards on typewriters
and calculating machines. The proposed standard will cover all aspects of
keyboard layout in a co-ordinated fashion. ISO 8884 will in due course become
one of the parts within the proposed ISO 9995. This British Standard may be
re-issued in consequence.
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Cross-references

International standard Corresponding British Standard

ISO 646 : 1983 BS 4730 : 1985 Specification for UK 7-bit coded character
set
(Identical exercising national options)
BS 2481 : Typewriters
IS0 1091 : 1977 Part 3 : 1982 Specification for layout of printing and
function keys
(Identical) : :
BS 6692 : Coded character sets for text communication
ISO 6937-2 : 1983 Part 2 : 1986 Specification for Latin alphabetic and
non-alphabetic graphic characters ¥
(Identical) .
BS 7208 8-bit single-byte coded graphic character sets
ISO 8859-1 ; 1987 Part 1 : 1989 Specification for Latin alphabet No.1
(Identical)
ISO 8859-2 : 1987 Part 2 : 1989 Specification for Latin alphabet No. 2
(Identical)

There are no British Standards corresponding to ISO 3243, ISO 8859-3 and
ISO 8859-4 which are also referenced in the text, because these standards relate
to keyboards and character sets for non-English languages.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from
legal obligations.

D'BS 6692 : Part 2 : 1986 will be revised to incorporate IS0 6937-2 Adderdum 10@GARAQNLS
1.1 and 4.5, in due course.
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD

ISO 8884 : 1989 (E)

Information processing — Text and office systems —
Keyboards for multiple Latin-alphabet languages — Layout

and operation

1 Scope

1.1 A keyboard layout for the character repertoire
of 1SO 6937-2

This International Standard defines the layout on a
keyboard of a defined set of graphic characters
which, when used in combination with an existing
national version keyboard layout, allows the input of
the full graphic character repertoire defined in ISO
6937-2 and its addendum 1, or the 8-bit single-byte
coded graphic character sets defined in ISO 8859,
parts 1 to 4,

NOTE - The full repertoire of ISO 6937-2 and its addendumi
1 consists of 333 characters including Space and permits
the representation of 40 recognised European languages
(plus Afrikaans) using a Latin-based alphabet.

A Latin supranational keyboard layout which may be
used in a multilingual environment is defined in an
annex.

This International Standard does not define such fac-
tors as the shape, size or colour of the keys, nor does
it define the style in which the symbols are
represented.

1.2 Intended applications
This International Standard is primarily intended for
word-processing and text-processing applications.

The Latin supranational keyboard tayout is especially
intended for use by international organizations.

2 Normative references

The following standards contain provisions which,
through reference in this text, constitute provisions of
this International Standard. At the time of publication,

the editions indicated were valid. All standards are
subject to revision, and parties to agreements based
on this International Standard are encouraged to
investigate the possibility of applying the most recent
editions of the standards listed below. Members of
IEC and ISO maintain registers of currently valid
International Standards.

ISO 646: 1983, /Information processing - ISO 7-bit
coded character set for information interchange.

ISO 1091: 1977, Typewriters - Layout of printing and
function keys.

1SO 3243: 1975, Keyboards for countries whose lan-
guages have alphabetic extenders - Guidelines for
harmonization

ISO 6937-2: 1983, Information processing - Coded
character sets for text communication - Part 2: Latin
alphabetic and non-alphabetic graphic characters.

ISO 6937-2/Add.1: 1989, Information processing -
Coded character sets for text communication - Part 2:
Latin Alphabetic and non-alphabetic graphic charac-
ters-ADDENDUM 1.

I1SO 8859-1:1987, /Information processing - 8-bit sin-
gle-byte coded graphic character sets - Part 1: Latin
alphabet No. 1.

ISO 8859-2:1987, Information processing - 8-bit sin-
gle-byte coded graphic character sets - Part 2: Latin
alphabet No. 2.

ISO 8859-3:1988, /nformation processing - 8-bijt sin-
gle-byte coded graphic character sets - Part 3: Latin
alphabet No. 3.
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