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National foreword

This Part of BS 7299 has been prepared under the direction of the Information 
Systems Technology Standards Policy Committee. It is the UK implementation 
of, and is identical with, ISO 8613-4:1989 “Information processing — Text and 
office systems — Office Document Architecture (ODA) and interchange format — 
Part 4: Document profile”, published by the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO).
The following list includes all the Parts of this British Standard.

— Part 1: Introduction and general principles;
— Part 2: Document structures;
— Part 4: Document profile;
— Part 5: Office document interchange format (ODIF);
— Part 6: Character content architectures;
— Part 7: Raster graphics content architectures;
— Part 8: Geometric graphics content architectures.

NOTE To maintain alignment with the numbering of the Parts of ISO 8613, there is at present no 
Part 3 of this British Standard.

The UK actively participated in the development of the International Standard 
through BSI Technical Committee IST/18 and fully approved publication of the 
International Standard.
There are no plans at present to supplement this British Standard with any 
additional guidance, and any comments or enquiries on the International 
Standard or its application should be addressed to the Secretary of IST/18 at the 
BSI headquarters address.
Reasons for implementation. This Part of BS 7299 implements the 
International Standard for the following reasons.

a) Because information technology equipment, services and systems tend to be, 
and generally need to be, designed, purchased, and used in a world-wide 
context, BSI policy is to agree, wherever possible, standards at international 
level and not to prepare unique national standards. At the time of its approval, 
the text of the International Standard was considered to be the best that could 
be achieved, taking into account both the needs of the “market place” and the 
“state of the art” in this subject area, and the international standardization 
process.
b) The Commission of the European Communities has mandated the European 
Committee for Standardization (CEN) to produce European Standards (ENs) 
[or, where this cannot be achieved, Harmonization Documents (HDs) or Draft 
European Standards (ENVs)] in this subject area for application throughout 
the European Community by 1992. This British Standard anticipates that 
ISO 8613-4:1989 will be adopted without change as the Reference Document 
for the EN (or HD or ENV) and, therefore, fulfils in advance the UK obligation 
under CEN/CENELEC Common Rules to implement nationally each agreed 
European Standard.
c) Publication of British Standards corresponding to the International 
Standards in which IST/- resources were invested will ensure that the BSI 
Catalogue becomes, and then remains, a comprehensive first source of 
information for UK users of IT equipment and services about the availability 
of International Standards on IT subjects. In turn, this will facilitate UK use 
of, and access to, those standards.

Cross-references. The cross-references relating to all Parts of this 
British Standard are given in the national foreword to Part 1.
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A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i to iv, 
pages 1 to 12, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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