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Foreword

This British Standard code of practice was prepared under the direction of the
Welding Standards Policy Committee. It was drafted as a result of the concern
expressed at the variation of practices in industry and, although brief, aims to
clarify the major difficulties encountered. The recommendations are not,
however, exhaustive and users are reminded that the relevant health and safety
legislative documents require to be taken into account, in particular, the Health
and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974.

The preparation of this code of practice has been prompted by differences of
approach in the UK and Europe. The UK position has been re-assessed and is
reflected in this code of practice.

Reference is made throughout the standard to specific requirements in various
Parts of BS 638. It is essential that the user of this standard becomes familiar
with these requirements.

The assistance of the Health and Safety Executive in drafting this standard is
acknowledged.

It has been assumed in the drafting of this standard that the execution of its
provisions is entrusted to appropriately qualified and experienced people.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from
legal obligations.
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