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National foreword

This British Standard is identical with EN 45003 ‘General criteria for the
laboratory accreditation bodies’. It has been adopted nationally under the
direction of the BSI Board Committee for Quality Policy (OC/16).

This series of standards specifies criteria which will provide the basis for
confidence in facilities engaged in testing and certification. The standards will
assist the process of mutual recognition between facilities, the development of
national accreditation on a harmonized basis, and the nomination of facilities
by Governments as required by European directives.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations

This British Standard, having
been prepared under the
direction of the Committee for

Quality Policy, was published Amd. No. Date Text affected
under the authority of the Board
of BSI and comes into effect on
31 October 1989

Amendments issued since publication

© BSI 1989

The following BSI references
relate to the work on this
standard:

Committee reference OC/16
Draft for comment 87/00265DC
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This European Standard was accepted by CEN/CENELEC on 23 June 1989.
CEN and CENELEC members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC
Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration.

Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any
CEN/CENELEC member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French,
German). A version in any other language made by translation under the
responsibility of a CEN/CENELEC member into its own language and notified
to the Central Secretariat has the same status as the official versions.

CEN/CENELEC members are the national standards organizations and
national electrotechnical committees, respectively, of Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and
United Kingdom.

CEN/CENELEC

The joint European Standards Institution
Organisation Commune Européenne de Normalisation
Die gemeinsame Europiische Normeninstitutionen

Central Secretariat: rue Bréderode 2, B-1000 Brussels
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Brief history

This European Standard has been prepared under
mandate of the Commission of the European
Communities and the European Free Trade
Association, by a joint CEN/CENELEC Working
Group on Certification.

The documents Certif. 87/15 and Certif. 87/16,
prepared by two Working Groups of the Commission
of the European Communities, were circulated
under the common CEN/CENELEC enquiry
procedure in November 1987.

The comments were discussed during the Brussels
meeting in June 1988 where it was decided to
submit an updated draft split in 7 separate
documents to the formal voting.

The text of these drafts was approved and ratified
by the CENELEC Technical Board on 13 June 1989
and by the CEN Technical Board on 23 June 1989.

According to the Common CEN/CENELEC Rules,
the following countries are bound to implement this
European Standard :

Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.
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