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Foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Disinfectants 
Standards Committee. It supersedes BS 808:1938, which is withdrawn.
The Chick-Martin test was devised at the Lister Institute and first described 
in 1908 (J Hygiene, 1908, VIII, 655). It was designed primarily to estimate the 
value of disinfectants to be used outside the body. An essential feature of the test 
is the inclusion of organic matter. As disinfectants have frequently to act in the 
presence of large amounts of organic matter, this feature of the test is of 
considerable practical importance. However it is alleged that the particular form 
of organic matter (dried faeces) used in the test was variable in character and 
unpleasant to handle.
When BSI was asked to prepare a British Standard based on the Chick-Martin 
test it constituted a committee to examine the possibility of substituting yeast for 
faeces in the test. The committee found that yeast was free from the objections 
alleged against faeces; it also found that further modifications of the original 
technique produced more consistent results. This work was published as 
BS 808:1938.
This revision of the test introduces the following main changes:

a) replacement of the broth by Rideal-Walker broth, single-strength;
b) replacement of the organism by Salmonella typhi (NCTC 786);
c) deletion of the appendix giving the method for determination of the 
crystallizing point of the phenol, on the grounds that specification of analytical 
reagent grade is sufficient;
d) modifications to the procedure for obtaining the yeast suspension, in order 
to obtain a more consistent material.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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