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Foreword

This Part of BS 8290, prepared under the direction of the Elements and 
Components (of Diverse Materials) for Buildings Standards Policy Committee, 
deals with the installation and maintenance of suspended ceilings of dry 
construction with suspension systems of lightweight corrosion-resistant steel or 
aluminium alloy sections.
BS 8290 supersedes CP 290:1973 which is withdrawn. BS 8290 is published in 
separate Parts, the other Parts being as follows: 

— Part 1: Code of practice for design;
— Part 2: Specification for performance of components and assemblies.

A suspended ceiling is a membrane suspended below a structural floor or roof to 
provide a finished soffit. Suspended ceilings have a variety of functions in forming 
the internal environment of buildings. They can provide concealment of services, 
protection of structure against fire, decorative finishes, thermal insulation and 
illumination. They can also provide heating and ventilation, and contribute to 
acoustic absorption, sound insulation and the reduction of condensation.
Suspended ceilings are constructed from pre-fabricated components which 
together form an integrated system. For this reason they are usually installed by 
specialist ceiling contractors.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages 
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
pages 1 to 6, an inside back cover and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on 
the inside front cover.
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