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Foreword

Publishing information

This part of BS 8504 was published by BSI and came into effect on 
31 July 2006. It was prepared by Subcommittee PH/8/2, Public 

information graphical symbols and signs, under the authority of 
Technical Committee PH/8, Graphical symbols. A list of organizations 
represented on this committee can be obtained on request to its 
secretary.

Relationship with other publications

BS 8504 is published in two parts:

• Part 1: Colour, shape and meaning;

• Part 2: Materials – Requirements and test methods.

Information about this document

The purpose of BS 8504 is to specify a standardized set of beach safety 
flags. It is important that beach safety flags are standardized to aid 
their comprehension. Whilst education in the comprehension of 
beach safety flags is essential, incomprehension caused by lack of 
standardization can lead to confusion and possibly danger. 
International travel increases the need for standardized methods of 
safety communication.

Presentational conventions

The provisions of this standard are presented in roman (i.e. upright) 
type. Its requirements are expressed in sentences in which the principal 
auxiliary verb is “shall”.

Commentary, explanation and general informative material is 

presented in smaller italic type, and does not constitute a normative 

element.

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions 
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity 

from legal obligations.
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