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Foreword

Publishing information

This British Standard is published by BSI Standards Limited, under licence from
The British Standards Institution, and came into effect on 31 March 2014. It was
prepared by Subcommittee PH/8/1, Safety signs, under the authority of Technical
Committee PH/8, Graphical symbols. A list of organizations represented on this
committee can be obtained on request to its secretary.

Relationship with other publications

This British Standard draws upon BS ISO 20712-1 and BS EN ISO 7010 for
registered safety signs and ISO 7001 for registered public information symbols. It
is a companion to BS ISO 20712-3 concerning water safety in aquatic
environments.

This British Standard conforms to the design principles of BS ISO 3864-1 and
BS ISO 3864-3 and the colorimetric and photometric specifications of
BS ISO 3864-4 for safety signs and ISO 22727 for public information symbols.

Information about this document

The colours represented in the electronic file of this British Standard can be
neither viewed on screen nor printed as true representations. Although the
copies of this British Standard have been produced to correspond (with an
acceptable tolerance as judged by the naked eye) to the colour requirements, it
is not intended that these printed copies be used for colour matching. Instead,
consult BS ISO 3864-4 which provides colorimetric and photometric properties
together with, as a guideline, references from colour order systems.

Use of this document

As a guide, this British Standard takes the form of guidance and
recommendations. It should not be quoted as if it were a specification or a code
of practice and claims of compliance cannot be made to it.

Presentational conventions

The guidance in this standard is presented in roman (i.e. upright) type. Any
recommendations are expressed in sentences in which the principal auxiliary
verb is “should”.

Commentary, explanation and general informative material is presented in
smaller italic type, and does not constitute a normative element.

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from legal
obligations.
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Introduction
A standardized method of signing with the use of appropriate supplementary
text throughout the working and public environment can assist the process of
education and instruction on the meaning of coastal slipway safety signs. The
intention of this British Standard is to promote a uniformity of application of
safety signs which can lead to increased familiarity, and therefore improved
safety, for both visitors and the general public.

The figures included within this British Standard are done so based on the
assumption that some people might be unfamiliar with the features of the
coastal boating slipways. The figures are not intended to cover every potentially
hazardous situation – they are examples, not minimum requirements.

The use of safety signs does not replace the need for proper working methods
and safety instructions, or for training in accident prevention and the actions to
be taken in the event of an emergency, or for the provision of lifeguards.

1 Scope
This British Standard provides guidance on the selection and use of safety signs
and public information symbols on sign boards. It provides guidance on the
design, location, mounting positions and maintenance of sign boards which give
information in a coastal slipway aquatic environment.

This British Standard does not apply to traffic signs for use on the public
highway or to maritime signalling.

2 Normative references
The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this
document and are indispensable for its application. For dated references, only
the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the
referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

BS EN ISO 7010, Graphical symbols – Safety colours and safety signs – Registered
safety signs

BS ISO 3864-1:2011, Graphical symbols – Safety colours and safety signs – Part 1:
Design principles for safety signs and safety markings

BS ISO 3864-3, Graphical symbols – Safety colours and safety signs – Part 3:
Design principles for graphical symbols for use in safety signs

BS ISO 3864-4, Graphical symbols – Safety colours and safety signs – Part 4:
Colorimetric and photometric properties of safety sign materials

BS ISO 20712-1, Water safety signs and beach safety flags – Part 1: Specifications
for water safety signs used in workplaces and public areas

ISO 7001, Graphical symbols – Public information symbols

ISO 22727, Graphical symbols – Creation and design of public information
symbols – Requirements

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this British Standard, the following terms and definitions
apply.

3.1 coastal slipway
man-made or natural slope where boating craft can launch into the water (sea)
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3.2 distance factor, z
relationship between the height (h) of a sign and the observation distance (l),
used to determine observation distances of signs

z = l / h

[SOURCE: BS ISO 3864-1:2011, 3.2]

3.3 letter height
nominal height of the lower case letter ″x″

3.4 public information symbol
graphical symbol intended to give information to the general public
independently of language, the understanding of which is independent of
specialist or occupational training

[SOURCE: BS ISO 17724:2003, 60]

3.5 safety sign
sign which gives a general safety message, obtained by a combination of a
colour and geometric shape and which, by the addition of a graphical symbol,
gives a particular safety message

[SOURCE: BS ISO 3864-1:2011, 3.12]

3.6 sign board
board carrying safety signs, public information and notices

3.7 sign height
diameter of a circular geometric shape or height of a rectangular or triangular
geometric shape

[SOURCE: BS ISO 3864-1:2011, 3.13]

4 Selection of safety signs, graphical symbols and
supplementary text on sign boards

4.1 Risk assessment
A risk assessment should be carried out to determine the selection and use of
signs. The risk assessment should take into account the following:

a) hazards and associated risks of the aquatic environment;

b) regulations or legislation (harbour byelaws);

NOTE 1 Attention is drawn to the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 [1]
and the Port Marine Safety Code [2].

c) operation and management of the aquatic environment; and

d) slipway users and their foreseeable behaviour.

NOTE 2 Examples of foreseeable behaviour include users not being familiar
with their environment, not wearing sight correction lenses (if needed) or
having bare feet.

A risk assessment should also address any other issues applicable to the
particular situation in which the signs are intended to be used.

The completed risk assessment should be used to form the basis of a detailed
design and specification for the selection and use of signs.
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