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Foreword

1. This British Standard, prepared under the authority of the Timber Industry Standards Committee, is a
second revision of BS 881 ‘ Nomenclature of hardwoods °, and BS 589 ¢ Nomenclature of softwoods °, first
issued as a single publication in 1946 and revised in 1955. The present revision has been prepared to bring
the nomenclature into line with changes in the timber situation that have occurred in recent years, to bring
up to date some botanical names, and to amend those geographical names which have been changed since
the last edition was prepared. It should be understood that the division of commercial timbers into two

classes follows the definitions of hardwoods and softwoods in BS 565 * Glossary of terms rclating to timber .

and woodwork ’, based on a longstanding custom of the trade. These definitions are as follows:

Hardwood. Conventionally, the timber of broad-leaved trees belonging to the botanical group Angiosperms.

Softwood. Conventionally, timber of coniferous trees belonging to the botanical group Gymmosperms.

Commercial timbers of this group are confined to the class Coniferae or conifers.

2. The nomenclature is intended to include all hardwoods and softwoods of economic importance in the
United Kingdom. As a general rule, only those overseas timbers that have been imported in quantity over a
number of years have been accepted as being of economic importance. Tt will be noted, however, that some
timbers imported mainly in the [950s are retained. Some of these are again attracting interest and it was
considered expedient to retain those included in the former edition at a time when new sources of hardwoods
are of particular concern; also, some old-established timbers whlch, although nowadays rarely available
commercially, are retained for reference. -

3. The arrangement follows that of the 1955 edition and is in alphabetical order of botanical names. This
arrangement brings together closely allied timbers and has the additional advantage of indicating true
relationships which may otherwise be obscured. There is an increasing awareness of the significance of
botanical names and botanical classification in the timber trade and, while it is not anticipated that botanical
names will come into everyday use, their value as a precise specification cannot be overemphasized. Another
important consideration is that botanical names provide a standard nomenclature for international use. It
will be found that the usefulness of the standard as a reference list is not diminished by a botanical arrange-
ment, as the alphabetical index includes all trade and vernacular names in general use, in addition to the
botanical names.

4. In drawing up this nomenclature, the committee set up by the British Standards Institution has been
guided by the principle of establishing a single standard name for each timber and restricting that name to
one timber only. Experience has shown, however, that it is not practicable in every case to establish a single
standard name to the exclusion of all others. For certain overseas timbers known by two or more names
according to the country of origin, the committee has been unable to recommend one name in preference to
another. Thus, it has been decided to recognize afara and limba as alternative standard names for Terminalia
superba, and obeche and wawa as alternative standard names for Triplochiton scleroxylon. A similar departure
from principle has been made with European spruce or whitewood and Scots pine or redwood; as in previous

editions of the nomenclature, it has been considered expedient to recognize the established custom of using

one name for the home-grown timber and another for the imported.

5. In selecting standard names, the drafting committee has had in mind the following considerations.

(a) Any name selected as standard must have a reasonable chance of being adopted in practice.

(b) It is inexpedient to reject names firmly established by trade custom in this country.

(c) Where it is necessary to choose between several well established names, the most widely used name

should be selected as the standard.

(d) Wherever possible, names standardized in the country of origin should be adopted as standard names.

In certain cases it has been found impossible to reconcile established usage in this country with standard
practice in the country of origin, and some names adopted as standard in Australia, the United States of
America and elsewhere have been found unacceptable as standard names in the United Kingdom. As a rule,
however, all such names have been included for reference in column 4 (Trade and local names).

- 6. Attention is drawn to the committee’s policy of achieving a measure of rationalization by standardizing,
in appropriate cases, a generic trade name, for example the name oak for all species of the botanical genus
Quercus, the various commercial varieties of oak being distinguished by appropriate qualifying names.
Other examples are birch (Betula), beech (Fagus), ash (Fraxinus), walnat (Juglans), mahogany (Swietenia and
Khaya), elm (Ulmus). Where there is no English equivalent, the Latin or botanical generic name itself is
sometimes suitable as a standard name, for example Afzelia, Antiaris, Canarium, Guarea. This is essentially
the same principle as the use of English generic names.
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7. A problem that confronted the committee was the practice of applying the names of well known timbers
such as oak, walnut, mahogany or teak with a geographical or other qualification, to timbers that have no
botanical relationship with those properly so named. It will be noted that names of this kind are distinguished
by quotation marks to indicate that they are not true oaks, walnuts, mahoganies, etc., as the case may be.
Many of these names have become firmly established by long use (for example * Queensland walnut’,
‘Rhodesian teak °, and ‘Tasmanian oak *) and where there is no suitable alternative it has been decided to
adopt the established name as the standard, although it is botanically inappropriate. Standard names in
this category are marked with a special sign (). It should not be inferred that the timbers in question are
necessarily inferior to timbers that are true to name. Furthermore, although it has been considered expedient
to accept inappropriate trade names as standard in these instances, this exceptional procedure should not
be taken as a precedent to justify the acceptance of similar names hereafter. The committee wish to draw
attention to the desirability of making clear the meaning of such names where sales to the general public
are concerned. In the timber trade the facts are known, and here the question of misleading trade descriptions
under the Trades Descriptions Act is unlikely to arise. It cannot be assumed, however, that the facts are
known to manufacturers or retailers in the many trades in which timber is used as a raw material, or to the
general public; accordingly, it is suggested that any use of such botanically inappropriate names should be
accompanied by sufficient explanation, by references to this nomenclature or otherwise, to ensure that the
public is not misled.

8. Tt is common knowledge that the quality of many commercial timbers varies with locality of growth
and also depends on methods of conversion and the degree of selection exercised by shippers. For this reason,
the name of the port of shipment or the locality of origin is often associated with timber of a particular quality,
as for example with pine (redwood) and oak from different parts of Europe, and mahogany from different
parts of Africa. There is no intention to restrict the use of such names (many of which are included in
column 4 for reference) and it is recognized that they may be used as alternatives to the standard names
when it is desired to specify the geographical origin more precisely.

9. To keep the list of trade and local names (column 4) within reasonable bounds, it has been considered
necessary, as a general rule, to restrict the list of trade names used or likely to be used in commercial trans-
actions, in the United Kingdom, including certain local or vernacular names that commonly appear on
shipping documents and so find their way into trade use. As an aid in international trading, European
equivalents in three languages (French, Dutch and German) have been included for some of the more
familiar woods; also some names standardized in other countries have been included for reference wherever
these differ from the British Standard names. A further innovation has been the addition to column 4 of
some local names formerly included only as standard names in column 3, in order to indicate their country
of origin. The index enables the trade and local names to be correlated with the appropriate standard name.
Those names in column 4 that are liable to be confusing are marked with an asterisk (*).

10. Average density data, at 15 %, moisture content, are included for each timber in column 5. In accord-
ance with recommended procedure, densities are given in metric units, viz., kilograms per cubic metre. It
should also be understood that individual pieces of timber can differ appreciably from the average figure
quoted. For some timbers the quoted figure is in brackets [ ] and for others a range is given; in both instances
some uncertainty exists about the average figure,

11. To reduce the possibility of misunderstanding arising from different pronunciations of certain trade
names, the conventional pronunciation is indicated for some standard names that may cause difficulties.
See the note on pronunciation in the introductions to BS 881 and BS 589 for an explanation of the signs
used to indicate the pronunciation.

12. In preparing this revised edition, the committee hopes that it will further contribute towards the
general adoption of a nationally agreed standard nomenclature and result in some uniformity and simplicity
in a situation which is sometimes very confused; it is to be expected that the use of some alternative names
will continue, but the general position will have been greatly clarified. In specifications and contracts, where
accuracy may be a matter of vital importance, reference to a timber by its British Standard name should
eliminate risk of misunderstanding on either side.

13. The British Standards Institution desires to acknowledge the great assistance rendered by the Building
Research Establishment and the Commonwealth Forestry Institute in the preparation of this nomenclature.

14. As with any publication of a detailed character, this nomenclature is possibly not entirely free from
inaccuracies, although every effort has been made to avoid them. Furthermore, the timber situation is
continually changing and it is to be expected that additions and corrections will need to be made from time
to time. Suggestions for improvements will be welcomed and recorded for the attention of the committee
responsible for the preparation of amendment slips or a future edition.
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