BS 8900:2006

BRITISH STANDARD

Guidance for managing
sustainable development

ICS 03.100.99; 13.020.20

=

British Standards

Documents

NO COPYING WITHOUT BSI PERMISSION EXCEPT AS PERMITTED B COYYRIGHT LAW .
ocument Sharing Hub

Full document details: BS 8900:2006


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8900-2006
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8900-2006

BS 8900:2006

Full document details: BS 8900:2006

Publishing and copyright information

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the

document was last issued.
© BSI 2006

ISBN 0 580 48143 3

The following BSI references relate to the work on this standard:

Committee reference SDS/1
Draft for comment 05/30118955 DC

Publication history
First edition, May 2006

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. no. Date Text affected

Documents

Document Sharing Hub


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8900-2006
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8900-2006

BS 8900:2006

Contents

Foreword ¢

Introduction 1

Scope 2

Terms and definitions 2

Principles of sustainable development 2
Putting sustainable development into practice 3
Sustainable development maturity matrix 17

T WN =S

List of figures
Figure 1 — Example of a sustainable development maturity matrix 12

List of tables
Table 1 — Sample principles 3
Table 2 — Pointers for building confidence 10

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover,
pages i to iv, pages 1 to 12, an inside back cover andﬂ back cover.

ocuments
Dogyaesygghating Hub

Full document details: BS 8900:2006


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8900-2006
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8900-2006

BS 8900:2006

Documents
ii + ©BSI2006 This page delibérdfery 16 prayal "9 Hub

Full document details: BS 8900:2006


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8900-2006
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8900-2006

BS 8900:2006

Foreword

Publishing information

This British Standard is published by BSI. It was prepared by Technical
Committee SDS/1, Sustainable development, who will be responsible
for future revisions made both as a result of developments in the field
and experience in the use of the standard. A list of organizations
represented on this committee can be obtained on request to its
secretary.

This British Standard takes the form of guidance and recommendations.
Therefore, it should not be quoted as if it were a specification to which
compliance could be claimed.

Information about this document

There have been growing calls from organizations in the UK and
elsewhere for clear, practical guidance to support the cost-efficient and
effective integration of sustainable development principles into
business as usual, both for commercial and non-commercial private and
public organizations. BSI's decision to develop and launch
marks both a recognition of, and response to, this demand.

It is a considerable challenge to embed a systematic approach to
sustainable development into an organization’s practices, given the
breadth and complexity of the vision it represents, and the evolving
understanding of what it really means and implies for planning and daily
behaviour. Standardizing an approach is doubly challenging given the
diversity of contexts and possible applications.

This standard starts by identifying the possible benefits and desirable
outcomes of managing sustainable development. The approach
throughout is to provide a framework for embedding sustainable
development management in everyday decision-making and is
necessarily challenging, provoking and continually evolving.

A key element in this standard is effective and continuing stakeholder
engagement, essential in pin-pointing real issues and broadening
buy-in. It is recognized that building confidence in processes and
sustainable outcomes is an important part of this and that some
organizations may wish to use some forms of verification, although this
standard does not point users in any particular direction.

A development or maturity matrix is provided as a way of assessing
progress, clarifying next steps and combining the principles
underpinning sustainability with practical implementation.

The standard should not be viewed in isolation as there are many helpful
and relevant texts, conventions, codes and case studies available; it acts
as a guide to make sense of these many and varied sources and offers
an approach to sustainable development that readily fits an
organization’s situation and circumstances.

Documents
Do B s> haripg Hub

Full document details: BS 8900:2006


http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/BS8900
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8900-2006
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8900-2006

BS 8900:2006

Presentational conventions

The provisions in this standard are presented in roman (i.e. upright)
type. Its recommendations are expressed in sentences in which the
principal auxiliary verb is “should”.

Commentary, explanation and general informative material is
presented in smaller italic type, and does not constitute a
normative element.

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity
from legal obligations.
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