
BSI Standards Publication

Responsible sourcing 
sector certification 
schemes for construction 
products – Specification

BS 8902:2009

Full document details: BS 8902:2009

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8902-2009
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8902-2009


BS 8902:2009 BRITISH STANDARD

Publishing and copyright information
The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

© BSI 2009

ISBN 978 0 580 64889 2

ICS 03.120.20; 91.010.01

The following BSI references relate to the work on this standard: 
Committee reference SDS/1
Draft for comment 09/30191222

Publication history
First published October 2009

Amendments issued since publication

Date Text affected

Full document details: BS 8902:2009

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8902-2009
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8902-2009


BRITISH STANDARD

© BSI 2009 • i

BS 8902:2009

Contents
Foreword ii
Introduction 1
1 Scope 2
2 Normative references 2
3 Terms and definitions 2
4 Sector certification scheme – Requirements 3
5 Conformity declarations 8

Annexes
Annex A (normative) Review and follow up – Creation and use of a 
maturity matrix 9

Bibliography 11

List of figures
Figure 1 – Overview of the relationships between BS 8902, sector 
certification schemes and organizational bodies 1

List of tables
Table 1 – Relevant sustainability issue identification and reporting 6
Table A.1 – Sustainable development maturity matrix for continual 
improvement of organizations seeking certification of their 
products 10

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, 
pages i to ii, pages 1 to 12, an inside back cover and a back cover.

Full document details: BS 8902:2009

http://dx.doi.org/10.3403/30191223U
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8902-2009
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-8902-2009


BS 8902:2009

ii • © BSI 2009

BRITISH STANDARD

Foreword

Publishing information

This British Standard is published by BSI and came into effect on 
31 October 2009. It was prepared by Subcommittee SDS/1/6, Responsible 
sourcing of construction products, under the authority of Technical 
Committee SDS/1, Sustainability. A list of organizations represented on 
this committee can be obtained on request to its secretary.

Relationship with other publications

This standard is a “daughter” standard of BS 8900, Guidance for 
managing sustainable development. As such, this standard has been 
written in such a way as to reflect the spirit of BS 8900, and the 
principles described in the standard are designed to be compatible 
with BS 8900.

However, whereas BS 8900 has the broadest application to 
organizations (and individuals) and is independent of the nature of 
their activities, this standard focuses more specifically on bodies that 
certify construction products.

Certification scheme accreditation

Users of this British Standard are advised to consider the desirability 
of accreditation of certification schemes in conformity with this 
British Standard. 

Presentational conventions

The provisions of this standard are presented in roman (i.e. upright) 
type. Its requirements are expressed in sentences in which the principal 
auxiliary verb is “shall”.

Commentary, explanation and general informative material is presented 
in smaller italic type, and does not constitute a normative element.

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions 
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations.
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Introduction
This standard provides a framework for the development of sector 
certification schemes for responsible sourcing of construction 
products. It does so in alignment with the guidance given in BS 8900, 
Guidance for managing sustainable development.

The relationship between the standard, any sector certification 
schemes developed in conformity with it and the organizations likely 
to be involved is shown in Figure 1. Note that, although accreditation 
of certification schemes is desirable, accreditation is not and cannot 
be a requirement of this standard.

Figure 1 Overview of the relationships between BS 8902, sector certification schemes and 
organizational bodies

Market: (procurers, specifiers,
contractors, etc.) influences the
sector certification scheme

Sector scheme council (4.2):
develops and runs scheme in
conformity with BS 8902 in
consultation with its 
stakeholders (4.4); and
oversees certification (4.3)

Accreditation body:
(Internationally
recognized: UKAS or 
equivalent) can accredit
certification schemes
against BS 8902, and
certification bodies in
implementing sector
scheme schedule

Organization supplying
construction products: applies
to scheme for certification of its
products as being responsibly
sourced.  Possible types of 
organization include: primary
product suppliers, constituent
material suppliers, product
processors and finished product
suppliers

Certification body (4.3):
run in compliance with
BS EN 45011 to certify
applicant organizations'
products against the 
schedule (4.8)

Key

Solid arrows relationships that have to exist to conform to this standard

Dotted arrows relationships that are desirable in implementing this standard
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1 Scope
This standard gives requirements for the management, development, 
content and operation of sector certification schemes for responsible 
sourcing and supply of construction products. 

NOTE 1 Sector certification schemes can cover single (primary) materials, 
composite (processed) materials, and/or manufactured items.

NOTE 2 It is the scheme that conforms to this standard and not a 
company or product.

2 Normative references
The following referenced document is indispensable for the application 
of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. 
For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document 
(including any amendments) applies.

BS EN 45011, General requirements for bodies operating product 
certification systems

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this standard, the terms and definitions given in 
BS EN 45011 and the following apply.

3.1 certification body
body that certifies products against the requirements of a scheme 
schedule (3.8)

3.2 construction product
product intended for incorporation in the structure of a building or in 
civil engineering works

3.3 issue
potential area of influence/impact by the sector on sustainability

3.4 objective
intended long-term influence of the scheme on an issue

3.5 product
material or manufactured item produced (extracted, grown, processed, 
reprocessed, recycled or made) for sale

3.6 requirement
measurable level of achievement and/or action demanded of an 
organization seeking certification for its product(s)

NOTE Requirements may also include aspirational/non-obligatory goals.

3.7 responsible sourcing
management of sustainable development in the provision or 
procurement of a product

3.8 scheme schedule
documented set of requirements defined by a sector scheme council, 
setting out the obligations of an organization in managing the supply 
of a defined group of construction products, and the associated 
procedures for certification (4.3) to determine compliance grant, 
maintain, withdraw and, if applicable, suspend certification
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