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Committees responsible for this
British Standard

The preparation of this British Standard was entrusted to Technical
Committee AUE/17, Vehicle security, upon which the following bodies were
represented:

Automobile Association

Consumer Policy Committee of BSI

DT — (DTLR — Central Transport Group)

Freight Transport Association

Home Office

ICE (Ergonomics)

Master Locksmiths Association

Metropolitan Police

MIRA Limited

Motor Insurance Repair Research Centre

Road Haulage Association Ltd

RAC — Royal Automobile Club

Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders Limited

Co-Opted Members

This British Standard was
published under the authority
of the Standards Committee
andcomesintoeffecton

15 December 1997
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The following BSI references 14915 2 April 2004 Revision of Clause 6

relate to the work on this
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Foreword

This Part of BS AU 175 has been prepared by Technical Committee AUE/17.

The vehicle identification number (VIN) is used to identify road vehicles. At
present there is a legal requirement to mark the VIN indelibly on the car chassis,
frame or other similar structure and affix a plate bearing the VIN to a vehicle part
which is not normally subject to replacement. The location of these vary
considerably depending on the vehicle model and manufacturer. The vast
majority of people, including police officers, do not know where to find the VIN.

Therefore, to find these numbers it is necessary to search the vehicle. To do this
the police need to exercise a legal power under the Police and Criminal Evidence
Act 1984 (PACE), for which they must already have reasonable suspicion that the
vehicle is stolen. PACE does not give police the power to simply check the VIN to
first establish the true identity of the vehicle.

Prior to 1991 the police national computer (PNC) vehicle file could be searched by
the vehicle registration mark (VRM). Only then would the VIN be revealed,
enabling the VIN marked on the suspect vehicle to be checked. Since 1991 it has
been possible to search the PNC directly by the VIN, and this is increasingly
being done. However, the majority of police checks are still only made on the VRM
because of the difficulty experienced locating the VIN. The detection of stolen
vehicles would therefore be made more straightforward by marking the VIN in a
common visible location.

Vehicle identification numbering requirements are also contained in Community
Directive 76/114/EEC, latest amendment 78/507/EEC.

Other Parts of BS AU 175 are:
— Part 1b: Specification for content and structure;
— Part 2b: Specification for world manufacturer identifier (WMI) codes;
— Part 3b: Specification for location and attachment.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages 1 and ii,
pages 1 to 3 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the
document was last issued.
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