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National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction
of the Automobile Standards Committee and is identical
with 1SO 6813-1981 ‘Road vehicles — Collisions —
Terminology’ prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 22,
Road vehicles, and published by the International
Organization for Standardization (1SO).

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international
standard has been approved as suitable for publication as a
British Standard without deviation. Some terminology and
certain conventions are not identical with those used in
British Standards; attention is drawn especially to the
following.

Where the words ‘International Standard’ appear, referring
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to this standard, they should be read as ‘British Standard
glossary’.

Cross-references. There is no British Standard corresponding
to I1SO 3984 to which reference is made in clause 2;

however 1SO 4130 is a related standard (technically
equivalent in most respects) to BS AU 173 : 1979
‘Definitions for a three-dimensional reference system and
fiducial marks’. The Technical Committee has reviewed the
provisions of these international standards and has decided
that they are acceptable for use in conjunction with this
standard.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer
immunity from legal obligations.
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1 Scope and field of application 2 References

This International Standard establishes the terminology relating ISO 4130, Road vehicles — Three-dimensional reference
to road vehicle collisions in either actual accidents or laboratory system and fiducial marks — Definitions.

tests.

I1SO 3984, Road vehicles — Passenger cars — Moving barrier
It is applicable to all types of collision except when the direction rear collision test method.
of the vehicle does not correspond to one of its main planes {for
example collision of two skidding vehicles with a transverse
component). 3 Definitions

3.1 accident : Sudden, unpredicted event which adversely
affects the state of a vehicle and/or its occupants. (See
figure 1.}
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3.2 collision : Accident in which a vehicle strikes another
vehicle or an obstacle, with ensuing damage to one or both. It
is characterized by the following factors :

— collision type;

— object struck;

— collision direction;

— axis alignment;

— closing speed, V; & V,.

{See figures 2 and 5.)

3.2.1 frontal collision

—  between two vehicles : both vehicles undergo a frontal
impact

— between a vehicle and a fixed obstacle : the vehicle
undergoes a frontal impact.

[See figure 2 a).]
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3.2.2 side collision between two vehicles : One vehicle
undergoes a side impact, the other a frontal impact. [See
figure 2 b).1

3.2.3 rear collision

—  between two vehicles : one vehicle undergoes a rear
impact, the other a frontal impact;

— between a vehicle and a fixed obstacle : the vehicle
undergoes a rear impact. [See figure 2 c).]

3.2.4 collision direction : A collision may be longitudinal or
angled (see figure 3).

3.2.5 collision angle between two vehicles : The collision
angle is measured between the two vertical planes, each being
the vertical longitudinal zero plane?, of a vehicle. The angle
shall be measured between 0 and 180°, (left or right}) with a
front collision identified as 0° and a rear collision as 180° (see
figure 4).

Rear collision

Figure 2

1) As defined in 1ISO 4130.
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