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[1SO title: Road vehicles — Graphical symbols to designate brake fluid types)

Série automobile. Symboles graphiques pour la désignation des types de liquides de frein
dans les véhicules routiers — Spécifications

Normen der Kraftfahrzeugtechnik. Graphische Symbole fiir Bremsfliissigkeiten in StraRenfahrzeugen

National foreword

This British Standard has been prepared under the direction of the Rubber Standards Committee. It is identical with

1SO 9128 : 1987 ‘Road vehicles — Graphical symbols to designate brake fluid types’, published by the International
Organization for Standardization {1SO).

Terminology and conventions. The text of the international standard has been approved as suitable for publication as a
British Standard without deviation. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those used in British
Standards; attention is drawn especially to the following.

Wherever the words ‘international Standard’ appear, referring to this standard, they should be read as ‘British Standard’.

The note to paragraph 1 of clause 4 contains a requirement. Users of this standard should note that, despite its appearance
in a note, the specification in respect of symbol position is a full requirement of this standard. In British Standards it is
not current practice to include requirements in notes.

Cross-references

International standard Corresponding British Standard

1SO 4925-1978 BS AU 174 Hydraulic brake systems, using non-petroleum base brake fluids, for road vehicles
Part 2 : 1985 Specification for non-petroleum base brake fluid
(ldentical)

The Technical Committee has reviewed the provisions of ISO 3871 and 1SO 7308, to which reference is made in the text,
and has decided that they are suitable for use in conjunction with this standard.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from legal obligations.
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BS AU 229 : 1989

0 Introduction

In order to prevent catastrophic brake system failure on a road
vehicle, this International Standard specifies the graphical sym-
bols and the colours to be used to designate brake fluid type.

The symbols are intended to identify, on road vehicles, the
generic type of fluid to be used and currently covers petroleum-
base fluids (see, for example, 1SO 7308} and non-petroleum-
base fluids {see, for example, 1SO 4925, glycol type). These two
fiuids are totally incompatible, requiring the use of different seal
materials. Use of the incorrect fluid type, even in very small pro-
portions, will cause catastrophic brake system failure.

1 Scope and field of application

This International Standard specifies the graphical symbols and
colours used to identify, on road vehicles, the correct type of
fiuid to be used for

a) petroleum-base brake fluid systems;

b) non-petroleum-base brake fluid systems.

NOTES

1 Should future technical development add further classifications of
fiuids, new additional symbols will be designated.

2 The same symbols are also used for labelling the fluid containers
(see I1SO 3871).

2 Reference

ISO 3871, Road vehicles — Labelling of containers for
petroleum or non-petroleum base brake fluid.

3 Under-bonnet applications

3.1 At least one appropriate symbol shall be clearly visible
and obviously associated with the brake fluid reservoir.

3.2 The symbol(s) shall be durable and permanently affixed,
engraved or embossed on or within 100 mm of the brake fluid
reservoir filler cap.

3.3 The minimum nominal dimension a of the symbol(s) shall
be 12 mm.

NOTE - It is recommended that larger symbols be used where prac-
tical, within the space available.
4 Graphical symbols
Symbols shall be generally as illustrated in 4.1 and 4.2. When
required, the symbol can be used with a deletion sign crossing

out the whole of the symbol, indicating “DO NOT USE".

NOTE - The use of a symbol referring to the handbook and/ or addi-
tional written information can be included at the discretion of the
vehicle manufacturer, but it shall not appear within the boundary of the
symbol.

4.1 Petroleum-base brake fluid systems for
hydraulic devices with stored energy

The symbol shall be a green equilateral triangle with a red
border, with a single oil drop positioned centrally inside the
triangle (see figure 1).

The drop shall be coloured white.

4.2 Non-petroleum-base brake fluid systems

The symbol shall be a yeliow regular octagon with a black
border, with a brake symbol positioned centrally within the
octagon (see figure 2).

The brake symbol shall be coloured black.

5 Bibliography
1S0O 4925, Road vehicles — Non-petroleum base brake flud.

ISO 7308, Road vehicles — Petroleum-based brake fluid for
stored-energy hydraulic brakes.
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