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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 1176-3:2008. It
supersedes [BS EN 1176-3:1994 which will be withdrawn on 31 May 2009.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee
SW/65, Children’s playground equipment.

Operators and providers are advised that equipment conforming to EN 1176
require regular maintenance. Guidance on this and appropriate inspection,

maintenance and operation schedules are contained within
BS EN 1176-7:200é.

National standards have been published by BSI on children’s playground
equipment since BS 3178 was first issued in 1959, this standard concentrated
on specifications for specific types of equipment. It was replaced in 1979 by
which switched focus to a design and safety approach.

With the increasing introduction of overseas equipment BSI led the way by
calling for a European Standard to address the conflicting safety advice and
standards from other countries. This was published in 1999 as and
further focused on the safety of playground equipment.

All standards published by BSI are regularly assessed and this revision is part
of the process, it takes into account new design concepts and the operating
experience available to the standards committees.

It 1s advised that the previous version of [BS EN 1174 will not be withdrawn

until 31 May 2009 to give manufacturers time to amend their product lines.

Playground equipment not complying with this revision should not
automatically be considered as being unsafe or to require replacement. A risk
assessment by competent persons should be used to determine what action, if
any, is necessary. Manufacturers and Inspectors of the Register of Play
Inspectors International (RPII) are amongst those that will be able to assist in
this.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from
legal obligations.

Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication

Date Comments

30 September 2008 Correction to national foreword
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This European Standard was approved by CEN on 25 April 2008.

CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the CEN Management Centre or to any CEN member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other language made by translation
under the responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the CEN Management Centre has the same status as the
official versions.

CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.
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Foreword

This document (EN 1176-3:2008) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 136 “Sports,
playground and other recreational facilities and equipment”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by November 2008, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn
at the latest by May 2009.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes EN 1176-3:1998.

This European Standard consists of a number of parts as follows:
N 1176-1|, Playground equipment and surfacing — Part 1: General safety requirements and test methods

N 1176-4, Playground equipment and surfacing — Part 2: Additional specific safety requirements and test
methods for swings

N 1176-3, Playground equipment and surfacing — Part 3: Additional specific safety requirements and test
methods for slides

N 1176-4, Playground equipment and surfacing — Part 4: Additional specific safety requirements and test
methods for cableways

N 1176-5, Playground equipment and surfacing — Part 5: Additional specific safety requirements and test
methods for carousels

N 1176-6, Playground equipment and surfacing — Part 6: Additional specific safety requirements and test
methods for rocking equipment

N 1176-17, Playground equipment and surfacing — Part 7: Guidance on installation, inspection, maintenance
and operation

N 1176-10, Playground equipment and surfacing — Part 10: Additional specific safety requirements and test
methods for fully enclosed play equipment

N 1176-11|, Playground equipment and surfacing — Part 11: Additional specific safety requirements and test
methods for spatial network

This part of EN 1176 should not be used in isolation, but in conjunction with EN_1176-1, EN_1176-7 and
ENTI7T
For inflatable play equipment see:

, Inflatable play equipment — Safety requirements and test methods

The principal changes from the previous edition of this part of EN 1176 are as follows.

a) The inclusion of requirements for new products, e.g. slides with more tracks.

b) Revised requirements for access to and height of free-standing slides.
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c) Revised requirements for the height of the free space for spiral slides.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, ltaly, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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1 Scope

This document specifies additional safety requirements for slides intended for permanent installation for use
by children. The aim is to provide protection to the user against possible hazards during use. Where the main
play function is not sliding, the relevant requirements in this part of EN 1176 may be used, as appropriate.

This document is not applicable to waterslides, rollerways or slide installations where auxiliary equipment such
as mats or sledges are used. This document is not applicable for inclined surfaces which do not contain and
guide the user, e.g. banister rails (inclined parallel bars).

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced
document (including any amendments) applies.

EN 1176-1:2008, Playground equipment and surfacing — Part 1: General safety requirements and test
methods

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in EN 1176-1:2008 and the following apply.

31
slide
structure with inclined surface(s) that contains and guides the user sliding in a defined track

NOTE Inclined planes, designed primarily for other purposes, such as roofs, do not constitute slides.

3.2
wave slide
slide with one or more variation(s) in the slope of its sliding section

3.3
embankment slide
slide in which the majority of the sliding section follows the contour of the land

NOTE Access to the starting section is usually direct from the mound or via an access ladder or stairs.

3.4

attachment slide

slide for which access to the starting section is possible only by passing via other equipment or parts of
equipment

NOTE Such equipment includes climbing nets, bridges, platforms, inclined planes, other climbing devices.

3.5
helical slide
slide where the sliding section follows spirals (see Figure 4)

3.6

curved slide
slide where the sliding section follows curves (see Figure 4)
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3.7

free-standing slide

slide which is separate from any other piece of equipment with its own means of access from the ground
directly to the starting section

3.8
tunnel slide
slide where the sliding section has an enclosed cross section

3.9
mixed tunnel slide
slide for which only the upper section of the sliding section has an enclosed cross section

3.10
multi-track slide
slide with several defined tracks separated by dividers

3.1
starting section
section on which the user is enabled to get into sliding position

NOTE The starting section can be a platform or an extension of a platform of playground equipment.

3.12
sliding section
section on which the user is undergoing forced movement

3.13
run-out section
section on which the user’s speed is reduced to enable a safe departure from the slide

3.14

guarding section

additional component of a slide, which serves the function of a barrier, to protect users from falls from the
starting section

NOTE The guarding section can extend into the region of the sliding section.
3.15

lateral protection
side of the starting section or sliding section that retains and guides the user
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