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National foreword

This British Standard is the English language version of EN 12021:1998.

Clause 6.2.1 of this European Standard requires that, ªin any event all contaminants
shall be kept to as low a level as possible and shall be below the national exposure
limitº. National Occupational Exposure Limits (OEL) for substances hazardous to
health are published yearly by the Health and Safety Executive and can be found in
Guidance Note, Occupational exposure limits (EH40). In the context of this
European Standard ªbelow the national limitº will mean that the concentration level
should not be greater than 10 % of the relevant time (8 h) weighted average OEL.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical Committee PH/4,
Respiratory protection, to Subcommittee PH/4/1, Selection and terminology, which
has the responsibility to:

Ð aid enquirers to understand the text;

Ð present to the responsible European committee any enquiries on the
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests informed;

Ð monitor related international and European developments and promulgate
them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on request
to its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European publications
referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards Catalogue under the
section entitled ªInternational Standards Correspondence Indexº, or by using the
ªFindº facility of the BSI Standards Electronic Catalogue.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.
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