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National foreword

This British Standard is the English language version of EN 12256:1998.

It is also incorporated into Methods of testing Plastics: Part 11:
Thermoplastics pipes, fittings and valves, as Method 1111F:1998, for association
with related test methods for plastics materials and plastics piping systems.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee
PRI/61, Plastics piping systems and components, which has the responsibility to:

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible European committee any enquiries on the
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests informed,

— monitor related international and European developments and promulgate
them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on request to
its secretary.

Additional information
a) Apparautus (clause 3)

For the purposes of 6.1 air pressure or vacuum may be used instead of water as the
medium for internal pressure, in which case relevant pneumatic supply and control
devices will also be necessary.

b) Water temperature

When filling the assembly with water in accordance with 6.1 or 6.2, as applicable, it
is important that the temperature of the water does not cause the temperature of
the test piece to deviate from the specified range of (23 = 5) °C. Hence the water
introduced should be at (23 £ 5) °C or the filled assembly should be (re)conditioned
at (23 £ 5) °C until the assembly and its contents are within that temperature range
throughout before commencing to apply the necessary force.

¢) Procedure

When testing in accordance with 6.1 the internal fluid may be water or air pressure
or a vacuum. Introduction of air pressure or vacuum as alternatives to water
together with rearrangement of the text of the draft for public comment means that
as ratified no limits are specified for the internal pressure, nor is any one medium
identified for use in case of dispute.

For consistency with 6.2, the UK technical committee makes the following
recommendations.

1) When applying and maintaining the necessary force to obtain the specified
moment, the internal water or air pressure should be equivalent to a water head
of between 200 mm and 300 mm above the critical point.

2) If inspection is performed after relaxing the force or displacement, the internal
water or air pressure or vacuum, as applicable, should be equivalent to a water
This British Standard, having head of between 200 mm and 300 mm above the critical point.
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3) In case of dispute, the internal medium should be water, unless otherwise
specified in the referring standard.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European publications
referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards Catalogue under the
section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”; or by using the
“Find” facility of the BSI Standards Electronic Catalogue.

Warning note: This British Standard, which is identical with EN 12256:1998, does
not necessarily detail all the precautions necessary to meet the requirements of the
Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974. Attention should be paid to any appropriate
safety precautions and the method should be operated only by trained personnel.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.
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