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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 12580:2013. It
supersedes BS EN 12580:2000 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee AW/20, Top soil, other growing media and turf.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be
obtained on request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct
application.

© The British Standards Institution 2013. Published by BSI Standards
Limited 2013

ISBN 978 0 580 76739 5
ICS 65.080

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 30 November 2013.

Amendments issued since publication
Date Text affected
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ICS 65.080 Supersedes EN 12580:1999

English Version

Soil improvers and growing media - Determination of a quantity

Amendements organiques et supports de culture - Bodenverbesserungsmittel und Kultursubstrate -
Détermination de la quantité Bestimmung der Menge

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 31 August 2013.

CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre or to any CEN member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other language made by translation
under the responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre has the same
status as the official versions.

CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and United
Kingdom.
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Foreword

This document (EN 12580:2013) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 223 “Soil improvers
and growing media”, the secretariat of which is held by ASI.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by April 2014, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the
latest by April 2014.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes EN 12580:1999.

The main changes are listed below:

— it reflects the provisions of EN 15238 and EN 15761;

— more detail is provided on how to carry out the density determination of the product;

— itincludes a method to calibrate the measure.

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece,

Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

Soil improvers and growing media are generally traded by volume as the weight of the product can be greatly
affected by the moisture content. It is important for both consumers and traders to know the volume of product
being traded. Furthermore, for the cultivation of plants, it is the volume of the product, and not the weight, that
is generally important. The volume is calculated from knowing the weight and bulk density of the product, the
latter being determined from weighing a known reference volume of product. For those materials traded by
reference to its mass, this document recognises the effects the moisture content can have on the quantity
declared. Therefore the principle is that for such transactions any weight should be accompanied by the
moisture content so that the solid matter content can be calculated.

As some soil improvers and growing media are compressible (and some may be presented in compressed
blocks or bales), it is important that this aspect be addressed in the method of determining the bulk density. A
suitably competent person should undertake this testing.

Even for materials traded by volume, the moisture content can have an effect as high moisture levels increase
agglomerations, can reduce the ability to decompress or reconstitute materials, reduce their flow
characteristics and give higher apparent bulk densities and lower volumes.

The preparation and sampling of all materials prior to quantity determination is covered in EN 12579.

Quantity determination will be performed as soon as possible after preparation and sampling.
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