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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 12613:2009. It
supersedes BS EN 12613:2001| which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee PRI/88, Plastics piping systems.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity
from legal obligations.

This British Standard Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication
was published under the

authority of the Standards
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English Version

Plastics warning devices for underground cables and pipelines
with visual characteristics

Dispositifs avertisseurs a caractéristiques visuelles, en Warneinrichtungen aus Kunststoff mit visuellen
matiere plastique, pour cables et canalisations enterrés Eigenschaften fir erdverlegte Kabel und Rohrleitungen

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 20 May 2009.

CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the CEN Management Centre or to any CEN member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other language made by translation
under the responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the CEN Management Centre has the same status as the
official versions.

CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.
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Foreword

This document (EN 12613:2009) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 249 “Plastics”, the
secretariat of which is held by NBN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by December 2009, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn
at the latest by December 2009.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes EN 12613:2001.
This document is a revision of EN 12613:2001] with the following modifications:

— review of the test method for assessing the visual characteristics of the warning devices (Annex A) while
keeping the principle and the functional features specified in EN 12613:2001;

— addition of test conditions for assessing the visual characteristics of the warning devices wider than
500 mm;

— updating of the normative references;
— improvement of the subclauses for the laying characteristics;

— improvement of the subclauses for the resistance against micro-organisms, to UV-light and temperature
stability.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

Visual warning devices are used for the manual or mechanized laying of cables and piping buried in ground
such as electrical power cables, communication cables, pressure and non-pressure piping systems.

The purpose of warning devices is to warn of the presence of a pipe or a cable, when opening a trench, to
indicate its orientation and to identify the equipment protected.

The warning devices are expected to last at least the lifetime of the equipments with which they are
associated.
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