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National foreword
This British Standard is the official English language version of 
EN 12860:2001, including Corrigendum February 2002.
EN 12860 is a candidate “harmonized” European Standard and fully takes into 
account the requirements of the European Commission mandate M106 
“Gypsum products”, given under the EU Construction Products Directive 
(89/106/EEC), and intended to lead to CE marking. The date of applicability of 
EN 12860 as a harmonized European Standard, i.e. the date after which this 
standard may be used for CE marking purposes, is subject to an announcement 
in the Official Journal of the European Communities.
EN 12860 is the subject of transitional arrangements agreed under the 
European Commission mandate. The Member States have agreed a nominal 
transition period for the co-existence of EN 12860 and their corresponding 
national standard(s). It is intended that this period will comprise a nominal 
nine month period during which any required changes to national regulations 
are to be made, followed by a further nominal twelve month period for the 
implementation of CE marking. At the end of this co-existence period, the 
national standard(s) will be withdrawn. In the UK, there is no corresponding 
national standard.
The UK participation in the preparation of EN 12860 was entrusted by 
Technical Committee B/544, Plastering, rendering, dry lining, screeds and 
in situ floorings, to Subcommittee B/544/1, Gypsum plasters, cast gypsum and 
ancillaries, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.
Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British 
Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible European committee any enquiries on the 
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests 
informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page, 
pages 2 to 15 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright date displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date Comments

13790       
Corr. No. 1

26 July 2002 Changes to Introduction, Table 1, footnote 1, 
Annex ZA and Figure ZA.1
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Foreword

This European Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 241 "Gypsum and gypsum based
products", the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by December 2001, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest
by March 2003.

This European Standard has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s).

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this standard.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction
Figure 1 shows the relationship between this standard and the package of standards prepared to support the family
of gypsum products.

Figure 1 - Family of gypsum binders and gypsum products
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