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National foreword

This British Standard is the English language version of EN 12878:1999. It 
supersedes BS 1014:1975 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
STI/1, Pigments, which has the responsibility to:

— aid enquirers to understand the text;
— present to the responsible European committee any enquiries on the 
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests informed;
— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards 
Catalogue under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence 
Index”, or by using the “Find” facility of the BSI Standards Electronic 
Catalogue.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of 
a contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct 
application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
the EN title page, pages 2 to 13 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date Comments

13159 
Corrigendum No. 1

July 2001 Correction to supersession details in 
BS EN foreword
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Foreword

This European Standard has been prepared by 
Technical Committee CEN/TC 298 “Pigments and 
extenders”, the Secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of 
a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by 
December 1999, and conflicting national standards 
shall be withdrawn at the latest by December 1999.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal 
Regulations, the national standards organizations 
of the following countries are bound to implement 
this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, 
Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the 
United Kingdom.

Annex A and Annex B are informative.

Contents

Page
Foreword 2
1 Scope 3
2 Normative references 3
3 Definitions 3
4 Requirements 4
4.1 Composition of the pigments 4
4.2 Sampling 4
4.3 Testing of single pigments 5
4.4 Quality control 5
4.5 Additional requirements 5
5 Determination of the effects of pigments

on cement and/or lime based materials 6
5.1 General remarks 6
5.2 Determination of the influence on

the setting characteristics of cement 6
5.3 Determination of the influence on the

compressive strength of cement mortar 6
6 Determination of water-soluble content 8
6.1 Total content 8
6.2 Water-soluble halides and other

anions precipitated by Ag+ 8
7 Total chlorine content 8
8 Determination of relative colour strength 8
8.1 General remarks 8
8.2 Determination of relative colour

strength in barytes or white Portland
cement CEM I (dry mix) 8

Page
8.3 Determination of relative colour

strength in barytes (wet mix) 9
8.4 Determination of relative colour

strength in white Portland cement
mortar (wet mix) 10

9 Determination of alkali stability
of a pigment 11

9.1 General remarks 11
9.2 Preparation of test pieces 11
9.3 Test procedure 11
10 Evaluation of resistance to weathering

of pigments in building materials 11
11 Evaluation of heat stability 12
12 Specific test report 12
Annex A (informative) Explanations 13
Annex B (informative) International Standards 
on particular pigments 13
Table 1 — Requirements for the initial and 
biennial test on single pigments for the 
colouring of non-structural unreinforced 
building materials based on cement and/or lime 5
Table 2 — Requirements for the initial and 
biennial test on single pigments for the 
colouring of structural steel reinforced concrete 6
Table 3 — Requirements for pigments as 
delivered for the colouring of non-structural unrein-
forced building materials based on cement and/or 
lime 7
Table 4 — Requirements for pigments as 
delivered for the colouring of structural 
steel reinforced concrete 7
Table 5 — Additional requirements for 
pigments for the colouring of building 
materials based on cement and/or lime —
to be agreed between the interested parties 7

Full document details: BS EN 12878:1999

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-12878-1999
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-en-12878-1999

