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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 12882:2008. It
supersedes BS EN 12882:2002 which is withdrawn.
The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee PRI/67, Conveyor belts.
A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its secretary.
This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions
of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.
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from legal obligations.
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Foreword 

This document (EN 12882:2008) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 188 “Conveyor belts”, 
the secretariat of which is held by BSI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by April 2009, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the 
latest by April 2009. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 12882:2001. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EC Directive(s). 

For relationship with EC Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA and B, which is an integral part of this 
document. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

This document is a type C standard as stated in EN ISO 12100-1. 

The machinery concerned and the extent to which hazards, hazardous situations and events are covered are 
indicated in the scope of this document. 

When provisions of this type C standard are different from those which are stated in type A or B standards, the 
provisions of this type C standard take precedence over the provisions of the other standards, for machines 
that have been designed and built according to the provisions of this type C standard. 

During the preparation of this European Standard, the hazards which have been identified as being directly 
related to the use of conveyor belts are: 

a) hazards associated with the discharge of static electrical energy; 

b) hazards associated with the impingement of small naked flames on the cover and/or carcass of a 
conveyor belt at rest; 

c) hazards caused by the stalling of a conveyor belt and the continued operation of the driving mechanism 
causing localized heating of the conveyor belt through contact with the driving drum or cylinder or some 
other source of frictional heat; 

d) hazards caused by the propagation of a flame along a belt which has been exposed to a relatively high 
energy source such as a fire. 

The risk, or probable rate of occurrence of these hazards and the degree of harm they can cause will vary 
depending upon the particular circumstances of the application or site of application, which are many and 
varied. Consequently the level of safety required will vary from one application to another, depending upon the 
risks judged to be pertinent. The hazards listed above should not be taken as the only properties affecting 
safety in operation. Other aspects such as health or environmental requirements should be considered.  
Depending on the individual end use requirement, these other factors can affect the category of belt selected 
and additional safety precautions may need to be employed. 

This European Standard is therefore designed to enable the user to select the category of conveyor belt most 
suited to the particular circumstances of the application. 

The principal changes from the first edition of EN 12882 are as follows: 

e) the surface potential, when measured in accordance with EN ISO 21179, has been increased from 500 V 
to 1 000 V, in the light of further experience since EN 12882:2001 was published; 

f) Annex A, which was an Extract from CENELEC Report CLC/R 044-001 “Safety of machinery – Guidance 
and recommendations for the avoidance of hazards due to static electricity”, has been deleted as its 
inclusion has caused confusion between users and manufacturers of belts. 
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