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This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 12915-2:2003, 
incorporating corrigendum May 2006. Together with BS EN 12915-1:2003, it 
supersedes BS EN 12915:1999 which is withdrawn. 

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical 
Committee CIT/59, Chemicals for drinking water treatment.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Additional information

Article 10 of the Council of the European Community Directive 98/83/EC on 
the quality of water intended for human consumption requires Member States 
to ensure that substances and materials (including associated impurities) 
used in the preparation of drinking water do not remain in treated water at 
concentrations that are higher than necessary or that would reduce the 
protection of public health provided for in the Directive.

This requirement is given effect in England and Wales by regulation 25 of the 
Water Supply (Water Quality) Regulations 1989 (similar provisions apply in 
Scotland and Northern Ireland). Regulation 25 makes provision for attaching 
conditions of use to chemicals and filter media that are authorized for use in 
public water supplies.

Details of conditions of use are contained in the List of Products and Processes 
Approved Under Regulations 25 and 26 For Use In Connection With The 
Supply of Water For Drinking, Washing, Cooking and Food Production 
Purposes published by the Drinking Water Inspectorate, Floor 2/A1, Ashdown 
House, 123 Victoria Street, London SW1 6DE (www.dwi.gov.uk).

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract.

Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations.
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Foreword

This document (EN 12915-2:2003) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 164 “Water supply”, the
secretariat of which is held by AFNOR.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by October 2003, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest
by October 2003.

This European Standard consists of two parts, Part 1 is concerned with virgin granular activated carbon and Part 2

Annex A is informative.

NOTE Conformity with this standard does not confer or imply acceptance or approval of the product in any of the Member
States of the EU or EFTA. The use of the product covered by this European Standard is subject to regulation or control by
National Authorities.

countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following

gives requirements for reactivated granular activated carbon.

This document, together with EN 12915-1:2003, supersedes EN 12915:1999.

BS EN 13785:2005+A1:2008 
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Introduction

In respect of potential adverse effects on the quality of water intended for human consumption, caused by the
product covered by this European Standard:

a) this European Standard provides no information as to whether the product may be used without restriction in
any of the Member States of the EU or EFTA;

b) it should be noted that, while awaiting the adoption of verifiable European criteria, existing national regulations
concerning the use and/or the characteristics of this product remain in force.

BS EN 13785:2005+A1:2008 
EN 13785:2005+A1:2008 (E)
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