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European foreword 

This document (EN 12944-3:2025) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 260 “Fertilizers and 
liming materials”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by March 2026, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn 
at the latest by March 2026. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document supersedes EN 12944-3:2019. 

EN 12944-3:2025 includes the following significant technical changes with respect to EN 12944-3:2019: 

a) the definitions of 3.1.17 “limestone”, 3.1.18 “magnesian limestone” and 3.1.19 “dolomitic limestone” have 
been revised to be in line with minimum and maximum magnesium oxide (MgO) contents of EN 14069; 

b) blast furnace lime and blast furnace slag (see 3.1.22) have both been recognized as preferred terms; 

c) converter lime and converter slag (see 3.1.23) have both been recognized as preferred terms; 

d) the term “free lime” was modified to “free lime effect in soil” (see 3.4.4); 

e) the terms “alkaline solution”, “acid solution” and “pH value” have been removed as these are common 
terms; 

f) informative annex including a general index to all parts of the EN 12944 series has been removed; 

g) addition of EN 14069 in the bibliography; 

h) addition of EN 17816 in the bibliography; 

i) update of the reference to ISO 8157 in the bibliography. 

The EN 12944 series, under the general title Fertilizers, liming materials and inhibitors — Vocabulary, is 
currently composed of the following parts: 

— Part 1: General terms. 

— Part 2: Terms relating to fertilizers. 

— Part 3: Terms relating to liming materials. 

These definitions do not necessarily correspond to those used in national legislation. 

NOTE A classification scheme for fertilizers and liming materials is given in EN 13535. 

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website. 
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According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North Macedonia, 
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the United Kingdom. 
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