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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 131-4.
NOTE. The revision draft of EN 131-2:1993, Ladders — Requirements, testing, marking 
failed at the Formal Vote stage, therefore the 1993 version of Part 2 remains current. 
CEN/TC 93 is continuing to develop the revision text for EN 131-2.  
In table A.1, reference is made to “(9) Torsion on ladder length” and “(10) Feet 
pull test”. As EN 131-2:1993 does not contain tests for these situations, the 
verifications cannot be carried out. CEN/TC 93 has been notified of these 
errors.  
The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
B/512, Ladders. A list of organizations represented on this committee can be 
obtained on request to its secretary.  
This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.  
Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations. 
Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication
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Foreword 

This document (EN 131-4:2007) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 93 “Ladders”, the se-
cretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by November 2007, and conflicting national standards shall be with-
drawn at the latest by November 2007. 

This European Standard is one of a series about ladders. Other standards of this series are listed in 
Clause 2. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Re-
public, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard specifies the requirements, tests and marking of hinged combination ladders with 
one or several hinge joints. 

This European Standard is not applicable to hinge-joints of combination and standing ladders as defined by 
EN 131-1. 

This part of the standard is intended to be used in conjunction with EN 131-1 and EN 131-2. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated refer-
ences, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document 
(including any amendments) applies. 

EN 131-1:2007, Ladders — Part 1: Terms, types, functional sizes 

EN 131-2, Ladders — Part 2: Requirements, testing, marking 

EN 131-3, Ladders — Part 3: User Instructions 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document the terms and definitions given in EN 131-1:2007 and the following apply. 

3.1 
ladder hinged in the longitudinal direction 
ladder with hinge-joints of which enable folding (manual or automatic) in the longitudinal direction 

NOTE Excluding ladders covered in EN 131-1. 

3.1.1 
ladder with one lockable hinge joint device 
ladder including a hinge-joint device with at least one predetermined lockable position 

NOTE See Figures 1 and 2. 

  

Figure 1 — Position as leaning ladder Figure 2 — Position as standing ladder 
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