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This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 131-6:2015.

BSI, as a member of CEN, is obliged to publish EN 131-6 as a British 
Standard. However, attention is drawn to the fact that during the 
development of this European Standard, the UK committee voted 
against its approval as a European Standard.

In the opinion of the UK committee the test requirements in EN 
131-6 are different and in some cases less demanding than those 
in EN 131-2. To the user an extended telescopic ladder and a con-
ventional ladder are the same product.  However because of the 
different requirements between EN 131-6 and EN 131-2, a telescopic 
ladder certified compliant to EN 131 will not have been subjected to 
the same tests as a conventional ladder similarly certified compliant 
to EN 131.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical 
Committee B/512, Ladders.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be 
obtained on request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary 
provisions of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct 
application.
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Foreword 

This document (EN 131-6:2015) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 93 “Ladders”, the 
secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by September 2015, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by September 2015. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association. 

This European Standard is one of a series about ladders. The other standards of this series are listed in 
Clause 2 and in the Bibliography. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard specifies the general design features, requirements and test methods and defines 
terms for leaning and standing telescopic ladders. 

Ladders with extension elements are not covered by this part of EN 131. 

This part of the standard is intended to be used in conjunction with EN 131-1:2007+A1:2011, 
EN 131-2:2010+A1:2012, EN 131-3:2007 and if applicable EN 131-4:2007. 

2 Normative references 

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are 
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, 
the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 131-1:2007+A1:2011, Ladders - Part 1: Terms, types, functional sizes 

EN 131-2:2010+A1:2012, Ladders - Part 2: Requirements, testing, marking 

EN 131-3:2007, Ladders - Part 3: User Instructions 

EN 131-4:2007, Ladders - Part 4: Single or multiple hinge-joint ladders 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in EN 131-1 and the following apply. 

3.1 
telescopic ladder 
ladder consisting of three or more rung/step sections with telescopic stiles 

Note 1 to entry: Ladders with extension elements like in Figure 1 are not covered by this part of EN 131. 
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Figure 1 – Extension elements not covered by this part of EN 131 

3.2 
hinge-joint telescopic ladder 
ladder including one or more hinge-joint devices with at least one predetermined lockable position 

3.3 
rung/step section 
section of ladder that consists of one rung/step connected to two telescopic stiles 

3.4 
rung/step bracket 
part that attaches the rung/step to the stile 

3.5 
rung/step section locking mechanism 
mechanism that locks a rung/step section 

3.6 
locking indicator 
mechanism or part that indicates that one rung/step section or part of one rung/step section is 
locked/unlocked 
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3.7 
locking pin 
part that locks each rung/step section and that is engaged when the locking mechanism is locked 

3.8 
top bar 
connection between the upper parts of the two stiles where the distance between the topmost connection and 
the upper end of the ladder is less than, or equal to, 15 mm 

Note 1 to entry:  See Figure 2. 

Note 2 to entry:  If the distance between the end of the stiles and the upper connection of the two stiles do fulfill the 
requirement of l3, as defined in EN 131-1:2007+A1:2011, 3.37, it should be considered as a rung/step (see Figure 3). 

Dimensions in millimetres 

 

Figure 2 — Top bar 

 

Figure 3 — Rung/step 

3.9 
protection against squeezing 
mechanism or part that minimizes the risk of squeezing when the ladder is shortened 

Note 1 to entry: For example brake system. 

3.10 
release function 
function which releases the locking mechanism 

3.11 
base section 
section starting from the lower end of the ladder 
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