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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of EN 13117-1:2000.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical Committee
PKW/5, Primary packaging, and distribution and transport packaging, to
Subcommittee PKW/5/25, Rigid plastics packaging, which has the responsibility to:

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible European committee any enquiries on the
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and promulgate
them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on request
to its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European publications
referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards Catalogue under the
section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or by using the
“Find” facility of the BSI Standards Electronic Catalogue.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page,
pages 2 to 15 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the document
was last issued.

This British Standard, having Amendments issued since publication
been prepared under the
direction of the Consumer Amd. No. Date Comments

Products and Services Sector
Committee, was published under
the authority of the Standards
Committee and comes into effect
on 15 August 2000
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English version

Transport packaging - Reusable, rigid plastics distribution boxes
- Part 1: General purpose application

Emballages de transport - Bacs de distribution en plastique, Transportverpackung - Starre Mehrwegtransport- und
rigide, réutilisables - Partie 1: Usage général Lagerkasten aus Kunststoff - Teil 1: Allgemeine
Anwendungen

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 22 April 2000.

CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this European
Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references concerning such national
standards may be obtained on application to the Central Secretariat or to any CEN member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other language made by translation
under the responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the Central Secretariat has the same status as the official
versions.

CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.

. — |

EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR STANDARDIZATION
COMITE EUROPEEN DE NORMALISATION
EUROPAISCHES KOMITEE FUR NORMUNG

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart, 36 B-1050 Brussels

© 2000 CEN  All rights of exploitation in any form and by any means reserved Ref. No. EN 13117-1:2000 E
worldwide for CEN national Members.
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Foreword

This European Standard has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 261, Packaging, the Secretariat of
which is held by AFNOR.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by November 2000, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest
by November 2000.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

No existing European Standard is superseded by this standard.

This draft standard is part of a series of standards for transport packaging, the other part of which is as follows:
— Part 2: General specifications for testing

Introduction

Standardization of reusable containers, especially for consumer goods, is a basic condition for economically and
ecologically suitable goods traffic in Europe. An important subject is the use by any pool organization of reusable
container systems which are thereby able to meet the following requirements:

a) reduction of empty runs;
b) improvement of transport space utilization;
c) optimization of transport flows.

The last point will be influenced by legislation in the coming years. The EC Directive on Packaging and Packaging
Waste includes the reuse of packaging as part of the strategy to reduce packaging waste. All systems concerning
reusable containers therefore should operate within the framework provided by pool organizations because of
synergetic effects throughout the transportation chain.
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1 Scope

This standard specifies the four main types of reusable rigid plastics distribution boxes for application in the fields of
handling, transport, storage and display of food and non-food products in distribution systems from the point of
manufacture to the point of retail services:

These are:

a) rigid parallelepipedic and rectangular boxes (stackable boxes)
b) foldable boxes

c) nestable boxes

d) nestable and stackable boxes.

These boxes are based on the modular area 600 mm x 400 mm and subdivisions or multiples of it.

2 Normative references

This European Standard incorporates by dated or undated reference, provisions from other publications. These
normative references are cited at the appropriate places in the text and the publications are listed hereafter. For
dated references, subsequent amendments to, or revisions of any of these publications apply to this European
Standard only when incorporated in it by amendment or revision. For undated references the latest edition of the
publication referred to applies (including amendments).

EN 13117-2
Transport Packaging — Reusabile, rigid plastics distribution boxes — Part 2: General specifications for testing

ISO 3394
Dimensions of rigid rectangular packages — Transport packages

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this standard, the following terms and definitions apply:

3.1
bottom
external base of the box.

3.2
burr
sharp sliver of plastics anywhere on a moulding.

3.3

capacity

inner parallelepipedic rectangular volume calculated by multiplying the usable inner length by the usable inner width
(both measured at the half way height) and the usable inner height.

3.4
ends
two shortest vertical walls of a box.

3.5
flash
thin skin of surplus plastics resulting from mismatching of moving parts of a mould.

3.6
foldable box
box with a mechanism to reduce its volume when empty, see examples in figures 1 and 2.
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