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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of  
EN 13231-2:2006.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
RAE/2, Railway track components, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British 
Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application. 

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep UK 
interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.
Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page, 
pages 2 to 18, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.
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Foreword 

This document (EN 13231-2:2006) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 256 “Railway 
applications”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by November 2006, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn 
at the latest by November 2006. 

This European Standard is one of the series EN 13231 "Railway applications – Track – Acceptance of works" 
as listed below: 

 Part 1: Works on ballasted track - Plain line 

 Part 2: Works on ballasted track - Switches and crossings 

 Part 3: Acceptance of rail grinding, milling and planing work in track 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard specifies the requirements and tolerances for the acceptance of track work 
associated with switch and crossing layouts (also includes work on expansion devices) on ballasted track for 
1 435 mm and wider gauge railways. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

EN 13232-9, Railway applications – Track – Switches and crossings – Part 9: Layouts 

EN 13848 (series), Railway applications – Track – Track geometry quality  

prEN 14730 (series), Railway applications – Track – Aluminothermic welding of rails 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

3.1 
absolute track position 
position of the track in reference to an external coordinated system 

3.2 
acceptance 
acceptance is the declaration of the customer to the contractor that the work has been achieved in 
accordance with the contract 

3.3 
design track gauge 
single value which is obtained when all the components of the track conform precisely to their design 
dimensions or their median design dimension when there is range. It may differ from nominal track gauge. The 
design track gauge is specified by the customer taking into account the materials, the method of measurement 
and whether the application is on plain line or in switches and crossings 

3.4 
design track geometry 
calculated values of track geometric parameters 
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3.5 
loaded and unloaded measurements 
loaded and unloaded conditions for measurements are defined in Clause 5 of EN 13848-1:2003  

3.6 
nominal track gauge 
single value which identifies the track gauge but may differ from the design track gauge 

3.7 
relative track geometry 
track parameters measured on the track by a moving system 

3.8 
tolerance 
permissible deviation from reference or designed value  

3.9 
track geometry 
group of parameters defining the position of the rails, usually the following: gauge, alignment, longitudinal level, 
twist and cant  

3.10 
works on switches and crossings 
works on switches and crossings cover: 

 initial construction; 

 simultaneous or separated replacement of parts of turnouts (switch rail/stock rail, crossing, etc.), bearers 
and ballast; 

 tamping / levelling / lining / dynamic track stabiliser (DTS) work to correct track geometry; 

 other works on switches and crossings, excluding works covered by EN 13231-3; 

 welding. 

 
4 Acceptance of works on switches and crossings 

4.1 General 

The requirements under this clause apply to works as defined in 3.10. 

Related works, e.g. platform reconstruction, formation, drainage, level crossings are not covered by this 
standard. 

The acceptance of welding work in conjunction with switch and crossing works is covered by prEN 14730 
(series) when available. 

An acceptance form shall be prepared for each item of work outlining the results achieved (see an example of 
this type of form in Annex B). 

Acceptance is not given until the work is completed in accordance with the requirements of the contract. 
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