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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 13231-4:2013.

The UK committee submitted a negative vote at the Enquiry and Formal Vote
stages of this standard, principally on the basis that the standard provides
inadequate guidance regarding the measurements to be taken and 
acceptance criteria to be applied for the reprofiling of switch rails and rails
within the crossing area. The proposed acceptance criteria, which are based
on those for plain line, are not appropriate for the far more complicated
reprofiling that is undertaken in switch and crossing work.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee
RAE/2, Railway Applications — Track.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application. 

© The British Standards Institution 2013.
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Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the Standards 
Policy and Strategy Committee on 31 May 2013.
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Foreword 

This document (EN 13231-4:2013) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 256 “Railway 
applications”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by October 2013, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at 
the latest by October 2013. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the 
European Free Trade Association. 

This European Standard is one of the series EN 13231, Railway applications  Track  Acceptance of 
works, as listed below: 

 Part 1: Works on ballasted track  Plain line; 

 Part 2: Works on ballasted track  Switches and crossings; 

 Part 3: Acceptance of reprofiling rails in track; 

 Part 4: Acceptance of reprofiling rails in switches and crossings;  

 Part 5: Procedures for rail reprofiling in plain line, switches, crossings and expansion devices (currently 
being elaborated). 

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, France, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the United Kingdom. 
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