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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of EN 13297:2000.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee PRI/3,
Textile floor coverings, which has the responsibility to:

Ð aid enquirers to understand the text;

Ð present to the responsible European committee any enquiries on the
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests informed;

Ð monitor related international and European developments and promulgate
them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on request to
its secretary.

When the standard was at the prEN formal vote stage, the UK voted against it
because it considers that although it represents the present ªstage of the artº for
carpet testing and specification, the text submitted does not explain the limitations
of the standard. Without this explanation it could on occasions mislead the user and
wrongly classify some needled pile floor coverings.

The following points of information on the limitations of the standard are provided
in order that any organization using the standard as a basis of a contract
specification or carpet labelling scheme can build in safeguards to overcome its
limitations.

a. The definition in clause 3.6 for loose lay tiles mentions the use of tackifier and
clause 3.7 for adhered tiles also mentions a type of bonding which can allow tiles to
be removed and re-installed i.e. tackifier. This contradiction makes it difficult for
manufacturers to know which requirement (especially for dimensional stability) in
annex A applies to their products. Clearer definitions are needed.

b. In Table 3, assessment of impregnations by a soiling test (for fully impregnated
only), the test to EN 1269 has a requirement of$3. However, results obtained from
laboratory trials during the development of the standard were typically 2 and 2-3.
The requirement of$3 may not be achievable for a significant number of products,
even in classes 2, 3 and 4. During the development of the standard it was assumed
that EN 1269 would be only used for in-house laboratory testing and therefore not
as a basis for a requirement such as that in Table 3.

c. Problems have been experienced with application of the classification system for
pile carpets specified in EN 1307 because assessment of change in appearance is
subjective and this can cause unacceptable variations in the final level of use class.
The same system of assessment is used in prEN 13297 and the same problems are
anticipated.
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The committee would welcome any comments arising from any aspects of the
application of this standard, for consideration at the first review of the standard. It
recommends that this should be at the same time as the review of EN 1307:1997.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international or European publications
referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards Catalogue under the
section entitled ªInternational Standards Correspondence Indexº, or by using the
ªFindº facility of the BSI Standards Electronic Catalogue.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, the EN
title page, pages 2 to 13 and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the document
was last issued.
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