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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of 
EN 13590:2003.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical Committee 
PKW/5, Primary and transport packaging, to Subcommittee PKW/5/26, 
Packaging made from flexible materials, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British 
Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page, 
pages 2 to 14, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright date displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword

This document (EN 13590:2003) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 261 "Packaging", the
secretariat of which is held by AFNOR.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by September 2003, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the
latest by September 2003.

Annex A is normative.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

Efficient packaging is of great importance for the distribution and the protection of goods. Insufficient or
inappropriate packaging can lead to damage or wastage of the contents of the pack.

1 Scope

This European Standard specifies general characteristics and test methods for determination of volume and
carrying capacity of flexible carrier bags with handles for transport of various unspecified retail goods.

For specific retail goods there should be an agreement between supplier and buyer about the application of this
standard.

This standard is applicable to carrier bags made of paper, thermoplastic material and or any other flexible material.

2 Normative references

This European Standard incorporates by dated or undated reference, provisions from other publications. These
normative references are cited at the appropriate places in the text, and the publications are listed hereafter. For
dated references, subsequent amendments to or revisions of any of these publications apply to this European
Standard only when incorporated in it by amendment or revision. For undated references the latest edition of the
publication referred to applies (including amendments).

EN ISO 2233, Packaging - Complete, filled transport packages and unit loads - Conditioning for testing (ISO
2233:2000).

EN ISO 8367-1, Packaging - Dimensional tolerances for general purpose sacks - Part 1: Paper sacks (ISO 8367-
1:1993).

EN ISO 8367-2, Packaging - Dimensional tolerances for general purpose sacks - Part 2: Sacks made from
thermoplastic flexible film (ISO 8367-2:1993).

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this European Standard, the following terms and definitions apply.

3.1
gusset
fold inserted in the longitudinal edge of a tube or bag

3.2
base gusset
fold inserted in the bottom of the bag

3.3
tube
one or more plies in the form of a flattened cylinder cut into prescribed lengths

3.4
ply
film or sheet of flexible material, or combination of such materials, forming the walls of a bag
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