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National foreword
This British Standard is the official English language version of 
EN 13826:2003.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical Committee  
CH/121, Anaesthetic and respiratory equipment, to Subcommittee CH/121/3, 
Lung ventilators and related equipment, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Standards 
Catalogue under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence 
Index”, or by using the “Find” facility of the BSI Standards Electronic 
Catalogue.
A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of 
a contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct 
application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible European committee any enquiries on the 
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests 
informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page,
pages 2 to 24, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright date displayed in this document indicates when the
document was last issued.
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Foreword

This document (EN 13826:2003) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 215 “Respiratory and
anaesthetic equipment”, the secretariat of which is held by BSI.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical
text or by endorsement, at the latest by December 2003, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn
at the latest by December 2003.

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s).

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document.

Annexes A, B and C are normative and form part of this European Standard.

Annexes D and ZA are informative.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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Introduction

The development of a standard for peak expiratory flow (PEF) measurement is considered essential to
enhance the ability of clinicians to diagnose and monitor lung conditions by ensuring that all devices for such
purposes meet minimum levels for safety and performance. An agreed standard means that peak expiratory
flow meters (PEFM) can be tested to meet the same standards with the latest accepted methods. Clinicians
and patients can then be confident that these PEFM are fit for the purpose.

The American Thoracic Society has been foremost in proposing initial standards for testing PEFM [1]. They
have proposed 26 waveforms for testing PEF that are deemed representative signals to check that these
PEFM can correctly measure PEF.

The work of Miller et al [2] first showed the problem of PEFM inaccuracy and they have recently defined the
population characteristics of the PEF profile [3] and demonstrated the limitations of pump systems for testing
PEFM [4]. The European Respiratory Society has published a comprehensive statement on PEF [5].

EN 13826 is based on the best currently available evidence concerning the methods and signals suited for the
purpose of testing PEFM [2]. This standard is applicable to devices that are designed either to measure PEF,
or to record many other indices of lung function in addition to PEF.
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1 Scope

This European Standard specifies requirements for peak expiratory flow meters (PEFM) intended for the
assessment of pulmonary function in spontaneously breathing humans.

This European Standard covers all devices that measure peak expiratory flow either as part of an integrated
lung function device or as a stand-alone device.

2 Normative references

This European Standard incorporates by dated or undated reference, provisions from other publications.
These normative references are cited at the appropriate places in the text, and the publications are listed
hereafter. For dated references, subsequent amendments to or revisions of any of these publications apply to
this European Standard only when incorporated in it by amendment or revision. For undated references the
latest edition of the publication referred to applies (including amendments).

EN 60601-1:1990, Medical electrical equipment. Part 1: General requirements for safety (IEC 60601-1:1988).

EN 980:1996, Graphical symbols for use in the labelling of medical devices.

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this European Standard, the following terms and definitions apply:

3.1
measurement range
set of values of measurands for which the error of a measuring instrument is intended to lie within specified
limits

3.2
peak expiratory flow meter
device for measurement of peak expiratory flow

NOTE The abbreviation PEFM is used throughout the document.

3.3
peak expiratory flow
maximum flow measured at the mouth during an expiration delivered with maximal force starting immediately
after achieving maximum lung inflation

NOTE The abbreviation PEF is used throughout the document.

3.4
BTPS
body temperature (37 °C), at the measured pressure and saturated with water vapour

NOTE: BTPS is the abbreviation for Body Temperature, Pressure and Saturated water vapour.
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3.5
dwell time
time for which flow is in excess of 90% of the achieved PEF

NOTE The abbreviation DT is used throughout this standard.

3.6
rise time
time taken for flow to rise from 10% to 90% of the achieved PEF

NOTE The abbreviation RT is used throughout this standard.

4 General requirements

4.1 Electrical safety

PEFM that are defined as Medical Electrical Equipment (see sub-clause 2.2.15 of EN 60601-1:1990) shall, in
addition to the requirements in this European Standard, meet the applicable requirements in EN 60601-1 and
amendments 1 and 2.

The environmental conditions given in clause 7.1 of this European Standard replace those given in sub-clause
10.2.1 of EN 60601-1:1990

4.2 Mechanical safety

Rough surfaces, sharp corners and edges, which can cause injury or damage shall be avoided or covered. In
particular, attention shall be paid to flange or frame edges and the removal of burrs.

Compliance is checked by inspection.

5 Identification, marking and documents

5.1 Marking of the scale or display

The scale or display of the PEFM shall be clearly and legibly marked with the following:

a) The scale or display shall be marked in units of litres per second or litres per minute;

b) for PEFM with a graduated scale the increment between any two adjacent graduation lines shall represent
a difference in peak flow no greater than 10 l/min (0,15 l/s) at flows of 700 l/min (11 l/s) or below,
and 20 l/min (0,3 l/s) at flows above 700 l/min (11l/s). For PEFM with a digital display the incremental step
shall be no greater than 5 l/min or 0,02 l/s.

NOTE 5 l/min and 0,02 l/s are not exact equivalents because digital displays do not usually register to three decimal
places.

c) the numbering and graduation lines on a scale or digital display shall be clearly legible with normal vision.
(i.e. a visual acuity of 1, corrected if necessary, at a distance of 0,5 m and at an ambient illuminance in
the range 100 Lx to 1500 Lx);

d) the numbering on a scale shall appear at intervals no greater than 50 l/min (1,0l/s) up to 700 l/min
(11,0 l/s) and 100 l/min (1,7 l/s) thereafter;

e) the numbering on a scale or digital display shall not exceed the measurement range. (see clause 6).
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