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National foreword

This British Standard is the official English language version of 
EN 14056:2003. It supersedes BS 3202-3:1991 and BS 3202-4:1991, which are 
withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
LBI/18, Laboratory furniture and fittings, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British 
Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page, 
pages 2 to 14, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright date displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword

This document (EN 14056:2003) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN /TC 332 "Laboratory
equipment", the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or
by endorsement, at the latest by October 2003, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest
by October 2003.

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
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1 Scope

This European Standard gives recommendations for the installation and design of laboratory benches, storage
units and services and their connections and fittings. The recommendations may be used by all parties involved in
the design, manufacture, installation and use of a new laboratory or in the refitting of an old laboratory.

NOTE 1. Attention is drawn to national regulations in respect of electricity, water and gas supply.

NOTE 2. Attention is drawn to building regulations and requirements, e.g. for floor loading.

NOTE 3. In the use of laboratory equipment and furniture, risk assessment and appropriate precautions are the responsibility of
the organization running the laboratory and the laboratory user.

NOTE 4. Attention is drawn to any national regulations in respect of transfer of liability during the building and installation of
laboratories.

2 Normative references

This European Standard incorporates by dated or undated reference, provisions from other publications. These
normative references are cited at the appropriate places in the text, and the publications are listed hereafter. For
dated references, subsequent amendments to or revisions of any of these publications apply to this European
Standard only when incorporated in it by amendment or revision. For undated references the latest edition of the
publication referred to applies (including amendments).

EN 12469, Biotechnology — Performance criteria for microbiological safety cabinets.

EN 13150, Workbenches for laboratories — Dimensions, safety requirements and test methods.EN 61010-1,
Safety requirements for electrical equipment for measurement, control, and laboratory use — Part 1: General
requirements (IEC 61010-1:2001).EN 14175-2, Fume cupboards — Part 2: Safety and performance requirements.

3 Storage and handling

Prior to installation, furniture should be stored in a secure space and steps should be taken to minimise the risk of
damage or deterioration. Care should be taken in protecting furniture stored or installed in the laboratory before
and during decoration and fitting out of the laboratory. Information given by the manufacturer should be followed.

The adequacy of access to the laboratory and any temporary storage space should be checked. In difficult cases,
scaffolded access through windows may be necessary. Particular attention should be paid to the following:

a) door dimensions;

b) stairways and landings;

c) elevator load and dimensions;

d) corridor dimensions, changes of corridor direction and potential obstructions.

Information should be exchanged between the furniture supplier and the furniture installer about the space needed
for moving the furniture into the laboratory.

4 Laboratory conditions for installation

The furniture should not be installed if the air temperature or relative humidity in the laboratory to receive it is
significantly different from that of its storage space.
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