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National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 14688:2006.
The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
B/503, Sanitary applications.
The text of this standard contains minor editorial errors that were recorded at 
the time of the Formal Vote. These have no technical implications but the UK 
will seek corrections at the first available opportunity, which is likely to be at 
the time of the CEN 5 yearly review.
This standard fails to recognize washbasins that do not feature the provision 
of an overflow. Such basins are widely used in hospitals and other situations 
where higher levels of hygiene are required. There is an attempt to cover such 
washbasins by way of “Class 00”, but use is limited to installed conditions 
incorporating floor gullies, which may be inappropriate. UK delegates 
repeatedly drew attention to such requirements being beyond the scope of 
product standards, as the specification was developed.
A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.
This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.
Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations.
Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword 

This document (EN 14688:2006) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 163 “Sanitary appliances”, 
the secretariat of which is held by UNI. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or 
by endorsement, at the latest by May 2007, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by 
August 2008. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the European 
Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s). 

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United 
Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

This European Standard specifies the functional requirements and test methods for wash basins for domestic 
purposes. 

NOTE 1 For the purposes of this standard the term "domestic purposes" includes use in hotels, accommodation for students, 
hospitals and similar buildings, except when special medical provisions are required. 

NOTE 2 All drawings are examples only. The shape of the appliance is left to the discretion of the manufacturer. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated references, 
only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any 
amendments) applies. 

EN ISO 6506-1, Metallic materials - Brinell hardness test - Part 1: Test method (ISO 6506-1:2005) 

ISO 9352, Plastics — Determination of resistance to wear by abrasive wheels 

3 Terms and definitions  

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

3.1 
wash basin  
sanitary appliance primarily intended for washing the upper parts of the body, with one or more bowls, each with a 
waste outlet hole, with or without overflow and with or without taphole(s) 

NOTE The various types of wash basins are differentiated by the methods of mounting. The main types are the following: 

3.1.1 
wall-hung wash basin 
wash basin attached directly to a wall (see Figures 1 and 2) 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 — Wall-hung wash basin with overflow Figure 2 — Wall-hung wash basin without overflow 

 

3.1.2 
bracket-mounted wash basin 
wash basin supported on brackets which are fixed to a wall (see Figure 3) 
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Figure 3 — Bracket-mounted wash basin 

3.1.3 
pedestal wash basin 
wash basin supported by a floor mounted pedestal (see Figure 4) 

 

Figure 4 — Pedestal wash basin 

3.1.4 
vanity wash basin 
wash basin installed into a vanity top (see Figure 5).  

The bowl(s) may be mounted in different ways: 

a) the rim of the wash basin rests on the vanity top (inset wash basin); 

b) the front of the basin protrudes beyond the front edge of the vanity top (semi-recessed wash basin); 

c) the rim of the wash basin butts against the underside of the vanity top (wash basin mounted beneath a vanity 
top); 

d) the bottom of the wash basin rests on the vanity top (vessel wash basin). 
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Figure 5 — Vanity top wash basins 

3.1.5 
corner wash basin 
wash basin intended to be installed in a 90 ° - wall corner and to be attached to both walls 

3.2 
handrinse basin  
wash basin with a width of ≤ 530 mm, intended for hand washing only 

3.3 
multi-layer wash basin 
wash basin consisting of two or more layers of material 

4 Requirements 

4.1 Load resistance 

When tested in accordance with 5.2, wall-hung wash basins shall not crack, be broken or show permanent 
distortion. 
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