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National foreword

This British Standard was published by BSI. It is the UK implementation of 
EN 14701-1:2006.
The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
EH/5, Sludge characterization.
A list of organizations represented on EH/5 can be obtained on request to its 
secretary.
The UK committee has never seen the need to standardize this method at a 
European level and, as a consequence, has not been actively involved in the 
development of this standard. However, the UK committee is pleased that a 
classic British method was selected. The method has long been used as a 
valuable operational-control method and is available in existing technical 
literature (see reference [1] in the bibliography of this standard). Due to the 
difficulty and cost of sending liquid sludge samples (in such a manner that 
their properties do not change) to laboratories for international interlaboratory 
trials of the performance of this method, interested parties convened at a 
workshop to assess the test. Their conclusion was that the results are 
operationally defined (e.g. by the filter paper used) and, as the document does 
not specify all such operational details, the performance data are not really 
applicable outside the context of the workshop. As a result, the members of 
EH/5 have no information to offer on the reproducibility of the results.
This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.
Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from 
legal obligations. 
Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword 

This document (EN 14701-1:2006) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 308 
“Characterization of sludges”, the secretariat of which is held by AFNOR. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical 
text or by endorsement, at the latest by September 2006, and conflicting national standards shall be 
withdrawn at the latest by September 2006. 

Other parts of this European Standard are: 

 Part 2: Determination of the specific resistance to filtration; 

 Part 3: Determination of the compressibility.  

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and United Kingdom. 
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Introduction 

The capillary suction time (CST) is a fast and simple way to evaluate the sludge dewaterability by filtration. 

This method gives no information on the obtainable solids content in a dewatering process. 

The measurement of CST should also make possible the evaluation, although only qualitatively, of other 
sludge characteristics, including dewaterability by centrifugation. 
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