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BRITISH STANDARD

National foreword

This British Standard is the UK implementation of EN 14734:2022,
incorporating corrigendum January 2023. It supersedes
D CEN/TR 14734:2004, which is withdrawn.

The start and finish of text introduced or altered by corrigendum is
indicated in the text by tags. Text altered by CEN corrigendum January
2023 is indicated in the text by (acl.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee B/515, Wood preservation.

Alist of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on
request to its committee manager.

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication has been prepared in good faith, however no
representation, warranty, assurance or undertaking (express or
implied) is or will be made, and no responsibility or liability is or will be
accepted by BSI in relation to the adequacy, accuracy, completeness or
reasonableness of this publication. All and any such responsibility and
liability is expressly disclaimed to the full extent permitted by the law.

This publication is provided as is, and is to be used at the
recipient’s own risk.

The recipient is advised to consider seeking professional guidance with
respect to its use of this publication.

This publication is not intended to constitute a contract. Users are
responsible for its correct application.

© The British Standards Institution 2023
Published by BSI Standards Limited 2023

ISBN 978 0 539 14041 5
ICS 79.040

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 31 January 2023.

Amendments/corrigenda issued since publication
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EUROPEAN STANDARD EN 14734
NORME EUROPEENNE
EUROPAISCHE NORM June 2022

ICS 79.040 Supersedes CEN/TR 14734:2004

English Version

Durability of wood and wood-based products -
Determination of treatability of timber species to be
impregnated with wood preservatives - Laboratory

method
Durabilité du bois et des matériaux dérivés du bois - Dauerhaftigkeit von Holz und Holzprodukten -
Détermination de l'imprégnabilité d'essences de bois Bestimmung der Trankbarkeit von Holzarten zur
par des produits de préservation - Méthode de Trankung mit Holzschutzmitteln - Laborverfahren

laboratoire

This European Standard was approved by CEN on 20 April 2022 and includes the Corrigendum issued by CEN on 11 January
2023.

CEN members are bound to comply with the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations which stipulate the conditions for giving this
European Standard the status of a national standard without any alteration. Up-to-date lists and bibliographical references
concerning such national standards may be obtained on application to the CEN-CENELEC Management Centre or to any CEN
member.

This European Standard exists in three official versions (English, French, German). A version in any other language made by
translation under the responsibility of a CEN member into its own language and notified to the CEN-CENELEC Management
Centre has the same status as the official versions.

CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Republic of North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and
United Kingdom.
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EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR STANDARDIZATION
COMITE EUROPEEN DE NORMALISATION
EUROPAISCHES KOMITEE FUR NORMUNG

CEN-CENELEC Management Centre: Rue de la Science 23, B-1040 Brussels

© 2022 CEN  All rights of exploitation in any form and by any means reserved Ref. No. EN 14734:2022+AC:2023 E
worldwide for CEN national Members.
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European foreword

This document (EN 14734:2022+AC:2023) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 38
“Durability of wood and wood-based products”, the secretariat of which is held by SIS.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by December 2022, and conflicting national standards shall
be withdrawn at the latest by December 2022.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

This document supersedes CEN/TR 14734:2004.

This document includes the corrigendum EN 14734:2022/AC:2023 which corrects the last sentence of
the fourth paragraph of 8.2.

The start and finish of text introduced or altered by corrigendum is indicated in the text by tags (acl.

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body.
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website.

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland,
Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic of North
Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tiirkiye and the United
Kingdom.
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Introduction

The basis for this document was prepared as being part of the work for SMT project MAT-CT 94061
project number 3307: Improvement of CEN standards by short term methods for testing the natural
durability and treatability of solid wood and wood based panel products.

It provides the means whereby the treatability of sapwood or heartwood of different wood species can
be determined in order to determine likely reaction to impregnation with wood preservatives. Such an
assessment provides data for use in which establishes a system for specifying the treatment of
wood with wood preservatives based upon the penetration and retention of preservatives achieved by
the treatment process. recognizes that different wood species respond to treatment differently
depending on their ability to absorb preservative, and requires a different level of compliance depending
on the treatability of the wood concerned. While EN 350 includes a subjective classification of the
treatability of different wood species using a four class system, the method described in this document
provides the means to determine the treatability objectively.

Although the method described uses an aqueous solution as the impregnating liquid, the method can be
modified using other preservative types, e.g. organic solvent or emulsion preparations, if the response of
the wood to a specific preservative is required. However, the method does not take account of
preservative formulations where the active ingredients are selectively adsorbed on to the wood substrate
resulting in the solvent penetrating more deeply than the biocides.
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